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of the CHURCH. 


4 Aint PETER, 1 Pet.3. 15. | 


Bids us to ſanttifie the Lord 
God in our hearts, and to be 
\ ready always to give an an- 
= to every one that acketh us 4 
eaſon of the hope that 16 in uw, with 
meckneſi and fear. And therefore 
it can never be improper, or unſea- 
hls for the moſt private Man 
o give an account of Himſelf,of his 
Belicf, and Practice, eſpecially in 
a time when Religion is ſo much 
Controverted ; that he may be cor- 
cted by others, If he be in any 
miſtake, ( which I call God to wit- 
neſs, is not wilful) or if he be in 
B the 


2 Of the Church. 
the right, that he may at leaſt by 
this example, do ſome gocd in the 
World, and provoke others to an 
-1mication. 

I do«therefore freely own, that 
I am not only a Chriſtian at large, 
who Believes Chriſt to be come, and 
the Goſpel ro be the Word of God, 
and Law of Men, and content my 
ſelf with a filenc Belief of This : 
But I look on my ſelf as a Mem- 
ber of his Church, his Body, be- 
ing admitted into it by Baptiſm, 
and enjoying ſingular priviledges 
and advantages by it, as having a 
right to all the benefirs which he 
purchaſed to his Church, and a 
ſhare in all the Prayers that are 
made for it. This Church or gene- 
rality of Chriſtians hath ſeveral 
parts, ſome of which are more pure, 
tome more corrupt ; yet all that 
hold the Eſſentials of Religion, I 
eſteem tobeofic. And tho? it be 
ſpread over the whole world, yet 
| look on it but as One, Chriſt = 

| cl 
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ſcIf ſpeaking of his Church but as 
ene, and accordingly profeſs it in 
my Creed, And Ichink 1t ought to 
be but one; for the ſeveral parts of 
it ought not only to believe the 
ſame Articles of Faith, bur as far 
as is poſlible ro maintain the ſame 
Government, and keep up the ſame 
ou:ward Order and Adminiſtration 
of affairs : T hat ſo whoſoever ſees 
them, may know tacm to be the 


ſame kind of men, tho? ſcatter*d 


iato ſeveral Countries. And they 
ought to keep up Union not only 
with one another, bur eſpecially . 
with the Firſt and Pureſt Ages of 
Chriſtianity. For the Unity of the 
Church ſeems to require that 
ſhould endeavour as much to kegp 
up Unity with the Firſt Chriſtiags, 
tho? we live {o long after theny in 
time, as if we had lived at the 
time with them, bur far Vitant 
from them as to place. And 
Members of the Catholick or Unis 
verſal Church ought to be more one, 
B 2 to 
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to have a better agreement among 
themſclves, a cloler correſpondence 
and connexion, and a greater con- 
cern one for another, than the Ma- 
homet ans have one for another, who 
profeſs the ſame Religion ; or than 
the Philoſophers of the ſame Seft 
have, who hold the ſame Opinions. 

And for my partI do what I can 
to keep up the Unity of it, by pro+- 
felling Chriſt openly with chu 
Church, which is {o pure a part or 
member of ir. | 

And indeed next to the ſending of 
our Saviour into the world, I reckon 
my ſelf bound for ever to thank 
God, that by his All-wiſe,and over- 
ruling Providence, he was pleaſed 
to order me to be Born in England, 
and to be Baptized there, and ad- 
mitted into that part of his Church, 
which is there by Law eſtabliſhed, 
and which I do verily believe to be 
in all particulars, the Trueſt, and 
moſt Sincere part of the Catholick 
Church 'on-carth, 
Now 
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Now by the Church of England, 
I underſtand that Boily of Men, 
who as to Church-affairs, are Uni» 
ted together, under the ſame prin» 
cipal Chnrch- Officers, the Biſhops, 
Prieſts, and Deacons ; and Commyr 
nicate with them, and with one 
another, in all Religious Offices, 
according to the Liturgy, and Or- 
ders of our Church, profeſs the 
Chriſtian Faith- according to. the 
Ancient Creeds, and the Thirty 
Nine Articles, and are governed 
according tothe Canons and Laws 
of this Church. 

And this Church, thus Framed, 
and Governed, ( as far as I can 
judge ) Lfind to. be very conſonant 
to the Scriptures, and 1n all mate- 
rial- Points-to be exaCtly correſpon- 
dent to the Primitive Church, in 
Its greateſt Purity, viz. under and 
preſently afcer the Apoſtles. 

For it hath not only a ſubordi- 
nation of Officers, which is neceſſa- 
ry in- all Regular Governments 
B 3 whHat-- 
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whatſoeverz Eut it hath the ſame 
Officers, Biſhops, and Prieſts, both 
1m Name, and Authority, which 
{cem ſpoken of in Scripture, which 
this Church always had, and all 
Churches that I can read of, ever 
had till of late, and the Church- 
Government that beſt agrees with 
a Monarchy in the State, 

And whatever other-men do, I 
eſteem it not a light matrer, what 
Church-Government is among us, 
if ic were only for this, that this 
Church-Government hath been to 
univerſally received by all that own 
themſelves Chriſtians, from all An- | 
tiquity; I may juſtly think there : 
was ſome neceſlity of ſuch an In- |} 
lirution at firſt, and fear varying 
from ſuch an Ooder. as not being 
able ro diſcern perhaps all the ill 
Conſequences of altcring ir. 

But I find alſo thar al} other Na= 
tions, and particularly our own, 
were Converted under this Mini- 
lration. T hat this is the way by 
which 
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which ſo many good men have gone 
to Heaven ;. the Principal of the 
Martyrs of the ancient Church, as 
well as of our own, having been its 
Biſhops. And by the going but in. 
the way that ſo many good men 
have-gone, I may hope ſooner to 
meet Chriſt, than ia a by-way of 
my own Invention, 


And I find alſo this Chutch not 
only to be govern®d by the ſame 
Governours, by which the ancient: 
Church was governed, but alſo to 
have the ſame general Laws, and 
to execute the ſame kind of Orders 
( onely where the Times will not 
give leave, or where there is a jult 
Power in our Church to change, or 
good Reaſon to vary) and to be the 
ſame way conliſtent with Monar- 
chy, and ſubſervient to it, and to 
the Peace of the State by it. Be- 
ſides, that it is the beſt way, accord- 
ing toHumane Prudence,to keep out 
Herelie, or Schiſm, and preſerve 

B 4 Union . 
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Union between the Members of tire 
ſeme Profeſſion. 

And laſtly, I admire this Go- 
vernment, and Inſtitution, becauſe 
under it 1 am in no doubt of the 
Validity of the Ordinations of our 
Miniſters, or of the Validity of the 
Sacraments by them adminiltred. 
For we have our Orders by a conti- 
nued Succeſſion from the Ancients, 
and fo from the Apoſtles, which is 
the only ordinary way, that I know 
of, for a man to be Commilſtiona- 
ted to act in Chriſt's name. 


And therefore, for one of our 
Nation, :nd Born within the Pale 
of our Church, to ſeparate himſelf 
irom us, cicher from diſlike of Epl- 
ſcopacy, or on pretence of greater 
Puricy, | muſt needs think to be a 
vety dangerous practice. For 1 no 
more deubt there is ſuch a fin as 
Schiſm, than I doubt there is ſuch 
a ſin as MMnrder, 


Further 
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Further, I cannot but admire at 
the want of Underſtanding (to ſay 
no worſe) of thoſe men who have 
endeavoured of late Years to run 
down Epiſcopacy in general, as Po- 
piſh, ſeeing it is very evident, thee. 
Epiſcopacy. was from the very be- 
ginning of-Chriſtianity,and many A-- 
ges before Popery,as by it are.meant 
the Errours of the Church of Rome. 
And if it muſt be called Popiſh, te 
cauſe the Papiſts have ſuch-as they 
call Biſhops; for the ſame Reaſon 
a Man may call the Creed Popiſh, 
becauſe the Papiſts uſe, and profeſs 
it; And a man may call all the: 
Greek, and other numerous Eaſtern 
Chriſtian Churches Popiſh, though 


*in ſo many Points of Doctrine they: 


are ſo contrary, to the Church! of 
Rome ; But they agree with us ia 
every conſiderable point of Do= 
Qtrine, as well as-in Epiſcopal Go- 
vernment ;, And this by a continu-- 
ed Succeſlion.from the firſt. Ages, 
which 1s. alſo; another. yery, ſtrong; 
| By Argu=- 
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Argument on ovr fide. 

Indeed it is ſo far from being 
true, that Epiſcopacy 1s a Branch, 
or a note of Popery, that | look on 
Epiſcopal Government, as the beſt 
way to keep out Popery, or any o- 
ther Error, For Epiſcopacy, as E- 
ſtabliſhed in its Juſt Rights, and 
Power, utterly deſtroys the Papal 
Pretences; For this will bring the 
Biſhop of Rome to his former ſtate, 
when he was Ilook'd on as no way 
differing from other Biſhops, but 
only as he was Biſhop of a bigger 
City,and had a larger Dioceſs. And 
the Popes Creatures were ſo aware 
of this,that in the Council of Trent, 
when the. Spaniſh Biſhops would 
have Enacted Epiſcopacy to be of 
Divine Right, the Jralians, the 
Popes Creatures, preſently ſmelt 
our the Conſequences of it, viz. 
That This would be to depreſs 
the Pope himſelf to the ſame Le- 
vel with other Biſhops, and there- 
fore made all the. Intereſt they 
could 


a. ZE. cn ths. 
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could that That Vote ſhould not * 
paſs, and accordingly it was calt 
out. And therefore I muſt look 
on the Pope as a greater Enemy to 
Epiſcopacy, than even Presbytery IC 
ſelf. For Maſter Calvin himſelf did 
approve of Epiſcopacy ; onely it 
could not ſo well be brought into 
Geneva, where there was a Popiſh 
Biſhop living, who was Lord of that 
City. But the. Pope will allow of 
no Biſhops, in proper ſpeaking, but 
onely himſelf; all Biſhops deriving 


their Power from Him, He-being: 


the Head, and Root of Epiſcopal: 
Power,as Cajetan hath determined ; , 
And all Biſhops acting. onely with; 


his Leave, and by his Authority, | 
” and Grace, ſwearing. Obediznce,, 
and Homage to Him, as they dos 


by the Oath which they muſt take 


when they are Conſecrated ; | All: © 
this makes them onely the Popess : 
Servants, and ſcarcely ſo good ass © 
his Deputies 3 To be ſure they are : : 


not properly. Bulhops 1n.the troe,, 
an Sy 
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and ancient ſenſe of ic, as ſuch who, 
under Chriſt, had over their Pres- 
byters,and People,Supreme Power, 
as to Church Afﬀairs, and Accoun- 
table only to Chriſt,and to a Coun- 
cil of their Fellow-Biſhops, often 
Meeting, and Conſulting together 
fcr the good of the whole, 

And as Biſhops in general are not 
Popiſh, ſo neither can our Biſhops 
appointed and conſecrated accord- 
inf to the Orders of the Church of 
England, be accuſed of Popery, of 
any kind of men ; For at their Or- 
dination firſt, and Conſecration at- 
rerwards, they all fubſcribe to the 
XXXTIX. Articles, to the uſe of the 
Liturgy, take the Oaths of Alle- 
grance, and Supremacy, and give all 
the Caution, and ſecurity, that one 
Man can give to another of their 
* Averlion to Popery, and ſteddineſs 
to the Church of England: And 
now beſides this, take the Teft, and 
 Renounce 1ranſubſtantiation, and 
the other great Points of Pogery, 
an 


1 
| 
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and particularly diſclaim all ſubje- 
ction to the Pope, or dependance 
on him, and this with abundance 
of Truth and Reafon. 

For if Chriſtian Religion had 
been planted here from Rome, it 
doth not. prove that we ought on 
that Account for ever to depend 
on Rome, or our Biſhops be ſubject 
to the Pope. For we can prove 
that Scotland,ſome parts of Germa- 
»y, and other places, received their 

hriſtianity from England And 
yet they wHl not allow us to chal- 
lenge power over thoſe places up- - 
on that account till in Spirituals. 
But it is evident that we did not 
ſo much as receive onr Religion 


from any of the Biſhops of Rome, 


but had it planted here, either by 
the Apoſtles, or Apoſtolical men, 
as. is fully made our, eſpecially 'of 


' late by thoſe great and learned 


Members. of: our Church, Archbi- 

ſhop Uſher, the Biſhop of St. Aſaph, 

and Dean of Si. Pauls, | 
Indeed 
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Indeed when Chriſtianity was 
almoſt deſtroyed in the Eaſtern 
parts of this Iſland by the Saxons, 
who were Heathens, the Biſhop of 
Rome (ent Auguſtin to Convert ſome 
of thoſe Saxons ; bur he found'many 
Biſhops in this Countrey, who al- 
together diſowned any dependance 
on Kome;, and would pay no Obe- 
dience to the Pope, profeſſing they 
owed no more ſervice to him, than 
to any other good Biſhop, and pi- 
ous Chriſtian. And moreover we in 
England, may juſtly plead the pri- 
vilege of the Kingdom of Cyprus, 
according to the Council of Ephe- 
ſus, of being a diſtinit National 
Church, without Dependance on 
any other. 

And as thus in point of Right we 
can juſtihe our not being {ſubject 
to Rome, (0 allo in point of Fatt, 
we can ay, the Pope never had any 
ſerled, and quiet Poſſeſſion, and ex- 
ercile x Power here; at Jeaſt for 
any (onideradle time together, as 

IS. 


" Nation; and that very Power hath 


"WS wo dit, — a 
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Is at large evident from what Ma- 
ſter Prynn and others have collett- 
ed; and all our Statures of Provs- 
ſor's, and Premunire's do ſhew how 
little hold here the Pope was by our 
Government allowed, or own'd to 
have. And tho* many did appeal 
to Rome, it was againſt Law ; and 
therefore, That gives the Pope no 
more Right here, than many peo- 
ples being Traiterous, and paying 
Homage to an Uſurper, doth annul 
the Right and Title of the Lawful 
Prince. 

If the Pope ever had any Power 
here, it could not be by a Divine, 
but a Humane Conſtitution, | by 
the approbation of the\ King and 


for good reaſons annulled this/Li- 
berty, and revoked this Grant, 
and made it High Treafon, or at 
leaſt a Premwnire,to have any thing 
to do with the Pope, or See of Rome, 
And what ever Reaſons there ever 
could be for holding a friendly Cor- 

, reſpon= 
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reſpondence with the Biſhop of 
Rome, | am ſure there were and 
2re 2s good, or greater Reaſons 
for denying it now, and forbidding 
all Appeals to Reme;,. not only by 
reaſon of the vaſt ſumms of Money 
drawn out of.the Nation, (all great 
Eccleſiaſtical. Cauſes being judged 
at a Foreign Tribunal, and all Ec- 
cleſiaſtical.Perfons made to depend 
on another Juriſdittion, ) But alſo 
we having found by woful. experi 
ence how great. an enemy the Pope 
was to our Peace, all Tranſactions 


wich him were and are by our Laws. 


moſt juſtly forbidden. 
- And therefore we being thus a 

Legally Conſtitured National 
Church, had conſequently full po- 
wer co Reform our ſelves, without 
asking the Biſhop of Rome's teave. 
( When we found many Errors by 
degrees. Crept in among us) Nor 
can we wich any ſhew. of Reaſon, 
er Conſcience, be charged with 
Schiſm. on that account; for we. 
are 
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are ready to juſtifie to the World 
( 3s we have done it abundantly ) 
that we have only caſt off Errors, 
or ſuch things as ovght to be re- 
jected, and have retained, or re- 
ceived, nothing but what is Ne- 
celſary, or Lawful. And it 1s a 
hard caſe that we muſt be forc?d to 
ask the Pope's leave for us to grow 
better Chriſtians; and it is yet a 
harder caſe if he ſhould be unwil- 
ling, and not ſuffer us fo to be, 
And One particular National 
Church cannot, without great Im- 
propriety, be ſo much as charged 
with Schiſm, from another Natio- 
nal Church,ſuch as T hat at Rome'is, 
bur from the Univerſal Church.--- 


"So that it is a kind of Non-ſcnfe 


for us even to be charged with 
being Schiſmaticks from Rome, un- , 
leſs Rome he all the World, or a 
Particular be an Univerfal. 

Ours is the National Religion 3 


And for the firſt Ten Years of - 


Qucen El;/zaberh, the Papiſts did 
Com- 
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Communicate with us, till the Bull 
of Pope Pixs the Fourth, An. 157. 
though our Reformation was then 
fully ſerled. So that They are bound 
to anſwer it, why they joyn not 
ſtill in Communion with us. And I 
hold my ſelf bound to Obey this 
Church 1n all its Lawful Commands, 
it having as much Power, as any 
other Church in the World, over 
its own Members, though it is leſs 
imperious in its Commands, and 
pretends not to a Dominion over 
our Faith, 

And therefore moſt highly do 
Honour, and Revere This Church, 
thus Apoſtolically Govern'd, and 
Legally Eſtabliſhed, and of all things 
in this World dread its Cenſures. 
For I cannot but reckon that thoſe 
great Priviledges, and Promiſes 
granted by Chriſt to his Church, 
Matt. 18. muſt belong to This 
Church, which is ſo truely Chriſti- 
an. AndI am ſo far from lighting 


-. ordeſpiling its Authority, becauſe 


iT 
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it doth not ſo imperiouſly Curſe 
its Enemies, or doth not pretend 
to inflict Temporal Puniſhments 
on Delinquents, that I revere /ic 
the more on this very account. For 
God will be never the leſs ſevere a» 
gainſt a Rebellious Son, becauſe 
the Father did only with Pity and 
Tenderneſs rebuke him, and de- 
ſire to reclaim him. And it hath 
been of old obſerved, that where, 
and when the Church had leſs fe- 
cular aid. there Goddid in a more 
ſpecial manner Vindicate it hum» 
ſelf. 

As to the other ſubordinate parts 
of our Government nnder the Bi- 
ſhops,ſfuch as Arch-Deacons, Deans 


* and Chapters, and the ſeveral Ec- 


clefiaſtical Courts, I think none 
can deny, but elther theſe yery 
Orders, or ſomewhat like them, 
Is neceſſary to the good of | the 
whole, and the regular - Admini- 
ſtration of affairs under the Biſhop z 


and theſe very Orders have been 
| «. 1. 
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fo long among us that they can 
plead the Preſcription of ſo very 
many hundred years, and are fo 
interwoven with our Laws, and the 
frame of our Government, and we 


have been ſo long uſed to them, * 


that they have every way a firm, 
and fetled Right among us; and 
nothing in this Life can be ſtable 
" nor right certain, if to other Ar- 
—_—_ a Preſcription of ſo many 
undred years ſhall not be valid; for 
it isan Ancienter Right than any 
man can ſhew for his Eſtate : and 
for theſe Reaſons do 1 fully ap+ 
rove of them. And whatever fault 
1sin any of them, I muſt needs a- 
ſcribe it to the Perſons and Abuſes, 
rather then to the Nature of the 
Office, Much leſs can the Church 
be charged with blame, who, | am 
ſure, by her Canons, deſigns the Pre- 
venting of all thoſe abuſes commitr- 
ted; and if the times at preſent 
; will allow of no hetter, let every 
man bear his own. burthen. 
CHAP, 


[EY b_ 
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CH 4A 7. 44 
Of Chriftian Belief. 


ND as I find ths Church thus 
Rightly Conſtituted, and under 
a Government the moſt truly A+ 
greeable to the Apoſtolical Pat- 
tern, and the Practice of all Ages : 
So I cannot but admire it more, 


-if poſſible, for the ſoundneſs of its 
Faith and Dottrine. 


For as it makes a true Faith ne- 
ceſſary, as well as Practice, ſo ir 
reſolves this Faith into the true 
Author, and Object of it, Gad; 
It being moſt agreeable that \we 
ſhould learn from Him , what! to 
Believe of Him, and by what aCti- 
ons to pleaſe Him. | 

Now 
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Now He -hath in his Goodneſs 
Order®d certain Books to be writ- 
ten, by Men in{piced by Him, thet 
do contain all that God would have 
us know, 2s from Him, in order to 
our Salvation. And theſe Books 
all cogether we call the Buble,or Holy 
Scriptures, And this Book I am by 
the Church of England taught, to 
look on, as a compleat -Rule of 
Faith, and Manners; And that nei- 
ther a Man's own private Spirit, 
or Reaſon, nor the Authority and 
Commands of any Men, ovght to 
be liſtned or attended to in oppoſi- 
tion to Ir. | 

| reckon alſo that this Scripture 
is clear enough, as to all neceſſary 
points, to them that will make it 
their Buſineſs without Prejudice, to 
conſider, and underſtand it; And 
that whatever hath been ſaid a- 
gainſt it, I find none, but onely 
ſeeming Contradictions and Op- 
poſitions in it, which do allow of 
a very favourable Interpretation, 
and 
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and-Reconciliation ; And that even” 
theſe ſeeming Difhculties,and Cons 
tradictions, as well. as the divers 
Tranilations of Scripture,&the vas . 

rious Readings, are'chiefly, or only 
in {mall and rmdifferent caſes, which 
concern not the Eſſence of our Re- 
ligion. And to reconcile theſe 
{ceming Oppolitions,and to explain 
the whole, 1s. a great part of the 
Oſhce, and duty of the Clergy, the 
Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, who 
are bound to inſtruct the People 
out of this Book, and to convince 
the Gainlayers. 

And though, as Saint Peter ſays, 
many do wrelt theScripture to their 
own deſtruction; yet 1 look on it as 
very fit and neceſlary,thar this Scri- 
pture ſhould be in the Vulgar Lan- 
guage, and often read by the Peo- 
ple; That ſo they themſelves may 
ice, and know the Law, by which 
they muſt be judged; that they 
may be ſatisfied the Clergy do not 
impolſc on them, and teach them a 
Reli- 
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Religion of their Own invention 
and ſecing every man muſt be judg-J 
cd at the laſt day ſeverally by him- 
ſelf, and according to what he him- 
ſelf hath done; ic ſeems neceſlary, 
that he ſhould now firſt judge for 
himſelf, whatever help or aſſiſtance 
he may have from another to make 
a right judgment. 

And this ſuſhciency, and clear- 
neſs of the Scripture, is the Reaſon 
why 1 do not depend on the Autho- 
rity or Credit of the Prieſt that 
expounds it, or Preacheth from it, 
but on the Scripture it felf; he be- 
iog always bound to bring ſome 
. Clear paſſage of Scripture for the 
proof of what he ſaith. And there- 
fore I do not look on any thing 
that he ſaith as infallible, any fur- 
ther than ir is conſonant to Scri- 
pture ; Nor do | reckon any infal- 
lible Interpreter at all to be given 
to the Church. For if there were 
any Infallible Interpreter of the 
Word, and Will of God, _—_ 
leſs 
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(s it would of all things have been 


e moſt plainly ſaid, and the moſt 
equently referred to in Scripture, 
cauſe of the Infinice uſe of know- 
g it, and the Danger of being 
ynorant of itz and God in his 
1iſdom, and goodneſs, would ne- 
er have put ſo many particulars 
to the Scripture, which there is 
o ſuch need we ſhould know, and 
2ave any thing out of Scripture, 
phick it is ſo abſolutely neceſſary 
at we ſhould know. 

And though it is true, that the 
hurch did convey down to us the 
ooks of Scripture, and ſo we re- 
cive the Scripture from the Church, 
s ſome of the Fathers have ſaid, 
t it doth not hencefollow,that'the 
Fcipar received its Authorityfrom 
e Church, or that the Church is 
bove the Scripture, and to be be- 
eved before it. For the'Scripture 
teceived its Authority only from 
jod, who Inſpired thoſe Men that 

rote it; and the Church, in Con- 
C veying 
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Religion of their own invention x 
and ſecing every man mult be judg- 
cd at the haſt day ſeverally by him- 
ſelf, and according to what he him- 
ſelf hath done; it ſeems neceſſary, 
that he ſhould now firſt judge for 
himſelf, whatever help or aſſiſtance 
he may have from another to make 
a right judgment. | 

And this ſuſiciency, and clear- 
neſs of the Scripturc, is the Reaſon 
why 1 do not depend on the Autho- 
rity or Credit of the Prieſt that 
expounds it, or Preacheth from it, 
but on the Scripture it felf; he be- 
iog always bound to bring ſome 
clear paſſage of Scripture for the 
proof of what he ſaith. And there- 
fore I do not look on any thing 
that he ſaith as infallible, any fur- 
ther than it is conſonant to Scri- 
pture ; Nor do l reckon any infal- 
lible Interpreter at all to be given 
to the Church. For if there were 
any Infallible Interpreter of the 
Word, and Will of God, _ 
leſs 
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Jeſs it would of all things have been 
he molt plainly ſaid, and the moſt 
requently referred to in Scripture, 
Decauſe of the Infinice uſe of knows 
ing it, and the Danger of being 
Ignorant of itz and God in his 
wiſdom, and goodneſs, would ne> 
ver have put ſo many particulars 
into the Scripture, which there is 
_= no ſach need we ſhould know, and 
1 | leave any thing out of Scripture, 
" 3 which it is fo abſolutely neceſſary 
| that we ſhould know. 
Þ And though it is true, that the 
Church did convey down to us the 
Books of Scripture, and ſo we re» 
ceive the Scripture from the Church, 
as ſome of the Fathers have ſaid, 
yet it doth not hencefollow,that'the 
Scripture received its Authorityfrom 
the Church, or that the Church is 
1 above the Scripture, and to be be» 
lieved before it. For the Scripture 
received its Authority only from 
God, who Inſpired thoſe Men that 
wrote it, and the Church, in Con- 
C veying 
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veying down the Scripture to us, is 
to be look*d on only as a witnef of 
ſuch Books being written by Di- 
vinely inſpired men, not as giving 
us thoſe Books by its own Autho- 
rity, to be received by us as Di- 
vinely inſpired. For all that we 
need prove concerning the Scri- 
pture,is,that it was wricten by ſuch 
and ſuch men, and received as Di- 
vinely inſpired. Now even Hu- 
mape Teſtimony is ſufficient to 
prove this, without any Authority. 
And to argue for the neceſſity of 
Infallibility, or Divine Authority in 
the Church, to aſſure us which is 
the Scripture, is the ſame thing as 
if we would admit only of a King 
and Parliament's Teſtimony,or Au- 
thority to prove, That ſuch an AR 
. cf Parliament was formerly made. 
And therefore I may juſtly look on 
the Scripture as Infallible, tho? the 
Church that conveys it down to us, 
is Fallible. For otherwiſe, if the 
Church muſt be eſteemed Infallible 

| in 
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? of Þ2 every thing, becauſe ſhe conveys 
ji. £9wn to us the Scriptures, which all 
wn to be Infalliblez By the ſame 
ho. $<aſon the keeper of the Records of 
Dj. #he Tower, or any where elſe, may 
rge that his Word ought to go as 
ar as any of thoſe Records, becauſe 
e hath the keeping of them. And 
Di. Ehcrefore as I may believe the Re- 
ords, but diſcredit the man, fo [ 
ay believe the Scripture, tho? I 
believe not the Church. Beſides, a 


" an may tel] one thing true, but 
in Bye in many others; ſo the Church 
; is $0ay be believed in handing down 


0 us the Scripture, becauſe it hath 
ill collateral evidence to ſtrengthen 
ts. Teſtimony, but yet need not be 
elieyed inevery thing elſe, which 
e pretends tro. Tho? the Church 
df England will diſown nothing 
hat can be proved to have been re- 
eived and practiſed by the whole 
urch, from the Apoſtles days, 
the 
uch as the Canon of Scripture, the 
eeping of the firſk day of the Week 
C 2 boly, 
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holy, inſtead of the Seventh, n- 
fant-baptiſm, Epiſcopacy, &c. but 
very ſtcictly inſiſts on them, be- 
cauſe ſhe reckons her ſelf bound to 
keep up Unicy with the firſt and 
pureſt Ages, and cannot think it 
probable or poſlible that an Uni- 
verſal practice, contrary to the 
deſign of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
ſhould prevail immediately after, 
and even during the Apoſtles days. 

But ſtill we cannot allow of all 
things that the Church of Rome 
pretends an Univerſal and conſtant 
Practice ofz ſuch as Prayers to 
Saints, Prayers for the Dead, Tran- 
Jubſt antiation, Adoration of the Hoſt , 
Submiſſion to the Pope's Supremacy, 
&c. For they notoriouſly falſihe 
in their Quotations to this purpoſe, 
as any one will fee that ſhall with- 
out prejudice, read their Books,and 
Ours, written on theſe - Subjects. 
Much leſs.do we own any Infallibi- 
lity of Tradition, or make what 
is deliver*d down to us by it, to 
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be of equal Authority with the Scris 
pture, as the Council of Trent ex- 
preſly doth. For Chriſt hath no 
where told us, That he would de- 
liver ſome things -by word of 
mouth, to be handed down to all 
Ages, which ſhall be of the ſame 
Neceſlity, and Infalibility, with 
what is written in Scripture. Nor 
is there any Intimation of any many 
or number of men's being ſo ex+ 
traordinarily guided and aſlifted, 
as without Error to convey down 
to us this Oral Tradition. Andif 
they rely only on the General Pro- 
miſes made to the whole Church, 
of Chriſt's being by his Spirit preſent 
with it, we ſee not why a ſmal) part 
of the whole Church,viz. thoſe of 
the Roman Communion, ſhould 
take this Promiſe to it ſelf, any 
more than the Reformed Weſternz 


5 or Eaſtern Churches, unleſs it can 


be proved that the /ralians have 

better memories, or are honeſter 

men, and ſo fitter to convey cow 
C 3 old. 
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old Traditions to us, than the 
Greeks or others; which, I believe 
will be a hard matter to prove.-*-- 
Therefore we both deny any I ra- 
dition to be of equal Authority with 
the Scripture, and eſpecially. we 
find no number of men hit for the 
handing down ſuch a Tradition to 
us, if it were given at firſt.” : And 
yer. much leſs can we rely on any 
certain number of- men, telling us 
that T his, or I hat is fuch Infallible 
Tradition, and think our ſelves 
bound to believe them, fay they 
what they will. And yet this is 
plainly the caſe with the Church 
of Rome concerning Tradition : 
They are not ſo ſollicitous that we 
ſhould in all things believe, and 
do as the ancient Church did, but 
as the preſent Church of Rome 
would have us; for they know that 
we appeal in all caſes to the Anci- 
ent Primitive Church, and chal- 


© Jenge to he judged by it. And they 


know allo,that the Ancient Church 
hath 


— 
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hath believed, and acted otherwiſe 
in many particulars,.than they now 
do.But all their ſtickling for Tradi- 
tion is to this purpoſe,that they may 
bur get this one little point, That 
Tradition is Infallible, and that 
they are the only Conveyers of it ; 
that is, I hat they are Infallible,and 
that conſequently we mult Believe, 
and do inevery thing,as they bid us. 
For nothing elſe is allowed for Ira- 
dition in the Church of Rome, but 
what the preſent Church ſays, and 
declares to be Tradition. And this 
being granted by us, there would 
bean end of all diſpute. For then 
they may teach us a new Religion, 
a new Goſpel, and ſay they haye 
Tradition for it, and who can gaij- 
ſay &, and ſo make vs deny our old 
one, that Chriſt and the Apoſtles 
taught us : But wahave not ſo learned. 
Chriſt; 

Beſides, I confeſs, I ſee not any 
neceflity of an Infallible Judge in 
the world. Nor hath God in his 
| C 4 Pz0s 
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Providence been wanting to his 
Church, in not providing one, as 
ſome of the Church of Kome have 
blaſphcmouſly argued. For ſeeing 
be hath given us, in the Scripture, 
a Rule and Foundation to proceed 
on, and our own Reaſon to apply 
it to our ſelves, and make uſe of 
it to our own purpoſes, I ſee not 
why we may not make uſe of this 
Book for its purpoſes, as well as 
we make uſe of other Books, for 
other purpoſes. And why cannot 
God ſpeak his will as plainly to be 
underſtood, as men can, and do 
daily? and if there be Truth de- 
livered in Scripture, why ſhould 
not all men be able to apprehend, 
and diſcover it, ſeeing Truth is but 
one, and Reaſon is the ſame to all, 
and eſpecially ſceing we ſhall be 
j1dged, every man for himſelf, znd 
by a God that knows our hearts, 
who ſees with what ſincerity of 


 hearr, or with what byaſs and. ill 


inclination, we apply this rule to 


1 
1 » Our ſelves. Al- 
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Altho? if there were an Infallible 
Tadge at Rome, according to their 
way of reaſoning, it would not 
be much to the adyantage of the: 
Church, eſpecially of us that live: 
fo far from Rome. For ſeeing [ 
cannot hear the Pope himfelt ſpeak, 
they muſt all be Infallible, that to- 
the fourth or fifch hand PR_ 
convey what he ſaith to me; for 
if any of theſe miſtake, or wilfully 
deceive me, what muſt I do * Nay,. 
if I were at Rowe, the Pope cannot 
be ſpoke to at all hours; for he 
takes ſtate: on himſelf ſometimes,. 
and ſometimes-hath the Gout, and: 
other infirmities incident to old: 
men, and doth not love to be di- 
fturbed by every one, And'yetif: 
F ſhould ſpeak with him, I pechaps: 


" ſhould not be much- the wifer. For: 


ro make a full ufc of ſuch an Infal- 
tible Judge, we muſt be as Infallible: 
as he; for we may miſtake him 
without ar Infallible Spirit; andifc. 
he doth tele rrue, 2nd I-do not. 
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apprehend, or receive it fo, I'am 
ſtill in a bad caſe. And yet it is evi- 
dent that the words of an Infallible 
Judge or Interpreter may be mi- 
ſtaken, For our Bleſſed Saviour 
himfclf was miſunderſtood, both 
by the Jews, and by his Diſciples 
fometimes. And what ſhall we 
ſay then of this pretended Infal- 
hible Judge on the Sever Hills, who 
is often a man of the weakeſt Un- 
derſtanding, and not always of the 
greateſt clearneſs of expreſſion, 
and who doth not know truth him- 
ſelf ? For fometimes he hath ex- 
cuſed himſelf from judging in a 
caſe in Divinity, by alledging that 
he was net bred a Divine, and there- 
fore did not underſtand the Que- 
ſtion. And yet methinks Know- 
ledge is ſomewhat neceſſary in or- 
der to Infallibility. Beſides, if a 
man ſhould by chance, fpeak a very 
true ſentence, but doth not know 
what it means, and therefore can- 
not explain !t to me, I may ealily 
miſtake 
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miſtake him, or apply what he ſaich 
to an improper purpoſe. For words 
are ambiguous, and ſome mens No- 
tions are found to fit things ſo well, 
that they often take the one for the 
other. And yet if there be any 
need of this Infallible Judge, there : 


will be conſtant need of him ; it 


will not be enough for him to ſpeak 
now and then in a General Council, 
but very often, or always-to fit, 
and have application made to him, 
according to their own Principles, 
and ways of arguing, becauſe therye- 
are new Diſputes, and Queſtions, . 
and Hereſes that are raiſed almoſt 
daily ( for if the Pope can give any 
one ſtanding Rule for reſolving; all 


"Doubts, and defining DoQtrines,we 


ſhould be apt to think that God 
may have given this himſelf in Scri- 
pture :*and this would ſpoil! his 
Frade) and if a man hath not this: 
Infallible Judge ready to reſolve 
him, be he never ſo deſirous of” 
knowing truth, he may die 10 [Hee-. 
relie,, 
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reſie,and his cafe then mult be very 
bad. So that there is an abfolute 
neceſſity of a man's living very near 
a the Pope, or cle he can have no 
rolerable fecurity of himſelf, bur 
he may be in ſome conſiderable er- 
ror. And the People of Rome muſt 
be the only happy people in this 
life, that only are ſure of the true 
Catholick Religion, as living fo 
under the conſtant droppings of [n- 
fa!libility. And yetI believe Rome 
15 the laſt place in the world to 
which the Prieſt would ſend you, 
to make you a good Catholick. 
But how if it happen after all this, 
that this old Gentleman at Rome 
dare not ſpeak even what he thinks, 
for fear of angring this or that 
party, French, or Spaniſh? or when 
a queſtion 1s put to him, as .concern- 
" ng the immaculate conception of the 
Bleſſed Virgin, He ſees that if he 
derermine it either way, he ſhall 
loſe, or at leaſt diſoblige a very 
{ powerful and numerous Maggs” bu 
NEre- 
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therefore uſech all the tricks of 
Tergiverſ(ation, and delay that can 
be, that he may not be forced to 
decide the Controverſie; as we 
know it happen'd within theſe ſe- 
venty years? If this Gentleman 
did know more than other men; 
what would his knowledge ſignifiz 
if he: be af;aid to own or declare 
what he knows?. Therefore let 
them decide their own Controver- 
fies firſt by this their Infallible 
Judge, before they pretend toim+ 
poſe him upon ns. Will any man he- 
lieve me that I have an l[nfallible 
Cure for the Gour, when he ſees me 
lie groaning under ik all the year 
ropnd ? And therefore not ti] they 
have determined among themſelves 
the queſtion of the Immaculate Con» 
ception, of the Power of the Pope 
befides, or without a Council, and 
convinced the French King and 
Clergy of the Pope's Infallibility, 
and abſolute «nlimited Authority, 
and of the nufliry of the Libertiesof 
the 
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the Gallican Church, ſhall we ever 
- think they believe themſelves, when 
they ſay che Pope is Infallible or if 
He be, 1] am ſure it is to as little 

urpoſe, as if He were not.. So 
that Jnfallibility isonly a long word 
to amule People. It is down-right 
Force that doth all things in the 
Church of Rome, as I dare ſay at 
thistime 1t will be granted me, that 
the King of France's Army ſignifies 
more, than the Pope's Infallibility, 
to the converting of his own Sub- 
jects to the Romrſh Faith. 

And though we allow not of any 
Infallibility reſident in any man, or 
number of Men on Earth, yet we 
have z$ great a certainty of the 
Truth of our Religion, as the mat- 
tcr is capable of. We have all the 
Proofs of the Rezlity of our Bleſſed 
Saviour's appearing inthe World, 
of the Apoſtles preaching according 
to his will, and committing to wri- 
ting the ſubſtance of what they 
taught, 1n thoſe Books which we 
call. 
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_ call the New Teſtament ; and we 
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have all the Evidenceof the Truth, 
and uncorruptneſs, and alſo of the 
ſence and meaning of thoſe Books, 
that we can expect, and that a mat- 
ter of that nature will allow of ; 
and-I think no man in his wits will 
require more. 

And according to this Church al- 
fo, I allow of the three Creeds, cal- 
led by the names of the Apoſtles, 
Nicene, and Athanaſian Creeds ; 
both becauſe they are conſonant to, 
and the very fubſtance of the Scri- 
ptures.as to the great Points of our 
Belief; and alſo for the antiquity 
of their compoſure, and the gene« 
ral aſſent and reception that they 
have found for ſo many ages in the 
Church of Chriſt. For I have a 
very great reverence for whatever 
can be proved very ancient in Re- 
ligion, and to have been generally 
received by the Church 3 as we 
profeſs a wonderful reſpect for the 
Four firſt General Councils, whick 
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Pope Gregory the Firſt ſaid he re 
verenced as the Four Evangeliſts: 
For by giving this attention to« the 
Ancients, we. go the beſt way 10 
keep our Religion: the ſame, and 
alſo maintain Unity with theme 96 
that if they were” part of the true 
Church of Chriſt, ſo are wez-and 
H# it would have been our duty+to 
have kept unity with them, if we 
had lived/ in the ſame Age with 
them, but in Countries remote from 
them,. it Is as- much our Duty to 
p:eſerve the fame Unity with them; 
though we live ſo long after them; 
ſecing we pretend to be Members 
of the ſame Body of. Chriſt with 
them, 

But though we allow thus of the 
ancient Creeds, yet we cannot''ap- 
prove of- cnole Additions., whicty 
Pope P:a-the Fourth had-the can- 
kdence to! make to- the - Nerene 
Creed, according to the: Definiti- 
ons of the Council of Trent, where 


after che laſt words. of the Niceys 


Criced, 
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re-JCreed;'T' look. for rhe ReſurreBbion'sf +. 
(ts:Yebe Billy, and the Life of the World' © 
theyeo come, He adds theſe Points, « Of 


to Seven Sactamenes properly lo ' 
andy* lod ; of a proper and itiatory 
$6} **Sacrifice mthe Hef for qllick 
pue } £5 dead'; of Tranfubſtantiation z of 
nd ** Communion in one kind ; of Pur» 
to} #* patory ;. of Invocation of Saints; 
wej * of - the Veneration of their -Re- 
th j * Yiques; of the Veneration of the 
"Mm | B Images of Chriſt, and the Bleſſed 
to | *'Virgin, and other Saints; of In- 
m; | *dulgences; Of the Church of . 
Mm, | * Rome, as Mother and Miſtreſs of 
rs | & all Churches : Concluding, that 
thy | **-this is the true Catholick Faith, 
* out of which no Man-can |be 
"«'Saved. \ bs wa 
J- For theſe Artidey- are neither 
tr | conſonant to Seriptare;nor Antiqui= 
- | ty; they were added'by ap voſt; 
'© | and Megat anthority; after the 
- | Eereesof a Packd Aﬀembly of men; © 
& | all the ancient Church, as well as 
| the bigger, and better part of the 
12 * modern 
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modern Church, diſowning them 
that  is,, the DoGtrines wete: firit 
eſtabliſhed -by the Biſhop of. Kome, 
and theſe Articles, purſyant-te 
thoſe Dottrines, were added: tothe 
Creed by the Biſhop of Kome,..and 
+his Creatures, as if his Conſcience, 
and Judgment were to be.a Model 
for all other Mens.. And yet to thefe 
Articles are, the Clergy of Jralyy 
France, Spain, &c.. bound to ſub» 
ſcribe; as- weil a$to'the Trinity: it 
ſelfand the Incarnation: of the Son 
of God, or his Reſurrection from 
de Dead. | -- © (9 
+ But we keep only to the Creeds 
themtelyes, without any adduions 
Andfor a right underſtanding them; 
2nd to prove them conſonantito 
Scrip:ure, and pure antiquity, we 
have ſeveral Books to» help» us; -and 
eſpecially that incomparable Expoy 
lition of che Apaltles Creed,'mads 
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' © And theſe Creeds Fnot only fully + 
$ehieve, but L verily thiok it my 
Duty,. and advantage to profef of. 
co, according'to the Orders of our - 
Lhurchs-: For) by ſo doing, I live - 
an acattuidl profeſſion of the Chris 
Mao-Faich, according to my Vow 
of Baptiſm. | I keep a ſummary ct. 
my" Belief conſtantly in my head, 
and yet evgry Article is- of great 
manent, if we mind the conſequen»- 
ces;of-it. And whilſt 1 keep-buc 
this Epicome of my Chriſtian Fai:h 
prefenc to-my thoughts, 1 ſhall now. 
ſo eaſily be ſeduced into any Error 
in Belief, or Practice,  diſagreeable 
£0: 1t.. - (4; 

': approve alſo: of the Books of 
dhe <4pocrypha, at leaſt: fome"of 


them;-to be. read for the inſtruction 


of the People, as a kid of. com-- * 
ment on the Old Teſtament, or- 
ſomewhat between the Old: and' : 
New. Teſtament. . For we find ſome: +» 
kind of Dawnings of: Chriſtianityy | 
I thetri. [But 1 am taught not! to» 
reckon 
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geckon them! of equal Authority 
with the Scriptures, nor do. we &- 
ftabliſh any Point of Doctrine on 
them, they havinginot been receb- 
yed bythe Fewipr! Church before 
our Saviour's time, ag Divinety: b- 
ſpired, but were writtet-aftes hit 
ſealing vp of Prophecy under' the 
Old Law, and before the Revela- 
tion of God?s will by,the Goſpel. 
And they rot having any Orig'z al 
authoricy in themſelves, as/written 
by Prophets, it is impoſſible the 
Church ſhould now give them the 
Authority of Divinely Inſpired 
Books, as the Council of Zren | 
pretends to do. For the Church 
cannot make bim a Prophet, that 
really was no Prophet, nor awn'd 


for ſuch- for many Hundreds gb 
Team. - © i 
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Of Goſpel Obedience. 


ND I find alſo that in this 
A Church a good and holy life 
Is as much urged, reckoned as ne- 
ceſſary, and, I bleſs God, | think | 
can ſay, as much practiſed, as any 
{ where elſe in the World. 

(+ * Indeed we confeſs that there! is 
no man that lives, and converſeth_ 
7n the world, but finneth, Chrift 
being the only Perſon without fin 
Original,and ACftual. And that the 
very beſt things that we do we are 
ſtill in cruth and Juſtice, to account 
of our ſelves but as unprofitable ſer- 
vants, and that we do but what it 
was our Duty to de, And therefore 
we 
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we cannot think it poſlible for us toF 


Merit any thing, in ſtrict Juſtice, at 
the hand of God, all the power and 


ability by which we do any thing Þ 


of good, being of his giving. And 
therefore of the beſt of our aCtions 
we ſay with Saint Paul, they are of 
the ability which God giveth. But 
tho' a perfect unſinning obedience 
is not to be expected here, yet (till 
we reckon that the beſt Obedience 


we can perform, is neceſſary that | 
it is not ſufficient for us to believe, | 
Salvation being promiſed to ſucha } 


Faith only, as is productive of 
good works. 
AS to the concurrence of God's 


grace, I reckon it abſolutely neceſ- 


fary in order to my doing any thing 
as Il ought. And tho'I cannot de- 
fine to a point, juſt how far God 
works, and how far we work, in 
every good attion, yer I am ſure 
1 can do ſomewhat through God that 
ſtrengthens me, and I am ſure alſo 
that God worketh in me to will, and 

to 


% 


{ 
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» do, and that he will do more and 
at $ore for me accordingly as I make 
ad Þ good uſe of the Grace that he 
ng Fives me, and pray to him for more 
1d (trength, and therefore that | am 
ns Jomewhat active both in the uſing 
of bf Mercies, and in Praying for more 
ar Grace. And1 am furel anſwer all 
-e Objections, and fatishe all difhcul- 
{1 Fes if I thus aſcribe all the good that 
-e do to God aſliſting me, and take 
it ll my failings and weakneſſes to 
» ny (elf. And on this ground as I 
a Jhew my ſelf the neceſlity of doing 
F the beſt that I am able, and cut off 
[1 Plea of merit for my ſelf or o- 
thers; ſol ſhewalſo the neceſlity 
of Prayer to God for his Grace, 
and lay a Foundation for Thankful» 
meſs to him. 
For now by the New Covenant, 
 Jrhere 1s a ſtriCt obligation to all 
1kind of Chriſtian Duties, tho? there 
1.s allowance made for humane frail- 
ties and infirmities. There is in- 
ceed a way made through the ſuf- 
ferings 
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ferings and merits of Chriſt for 
forgiveneſs on Repentance : But 
ſtill it is more acceptable with God, 
that we live ſo, as far as it is pol+ 
ſible, as to need no Repentance. 

I reckon good Works therefore 
abſolutely neceſſary in order to Sal- 
vation, but that it is not ſo much 
the Altions themſelves, as the Mind 
and Temper, and Deſign which 
they are done with, or the Chri- 
ſtian Principles which they proceed 
from, called Faith in Scripture, to 
which the worth of them is to be 
aſcribed, and for which they are 
accepted of God through the me- 
rits and mediation of Chriſt. 

The good Works which are requi- 
red of us as Chriſtians in the New- 
Teſtament, and in the Ten Com- 
mands, or the Moral part of the 
Old Teſtament, all Duties and 
Vertnes there commanded I reckon 
my ſelf bound, as I am able, to 
perform; and all Sins or ACtjons 
there forbidden, 1 make Conſci- 
Ence 
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ence to abſtain from; and do not 
think: that by obeying one Com» 
mand I am free from others ; or 
that becauſe there are ſins greater 
and leſs, yet that any are perfeCtly 
Venial. | 

I reckon my ſelf bound alſo to 
obey the commands of my Lawful 
Governours, both in Church and 
State, not only for Peace, and Or- 
der ſake, but for the fake of Gad 
who hath commanded ime fo todo, 
and am willing to forego my own 
Right ofcen,and deny my own Pro- 
fit, rather than diſobey, or oppoſe 
a command of my lawful Gover- 
nors, where | can obey them with- 
out fin. But I religiouſly abſtain 
from ſetting up the Commands of 
men in oppoſition to the Commands 
of God; and cannot think that 
I ſhall be excuſable if I obey the 
Commands of Men to the negle&t/of 
the Commands of God. And there- 
fore, for Example ſake, tho? I pay 
all deference and obedience to the 


. 


D Laws 
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Laws of the Church, as knowing 
that God hath bid me to obey it ; 
yet I dare not do, as 1s done in the 
Church of Rome, when the Church 
commands me one thing, and the 
Law of God the contrary, ſaying, 
God bids me obey the Church, and 
therefore it 1s all one which of the two 
T obey. For God only bids me obey 
the Church in ſuch caſes as are not 
defined by the Laws of God, but 
doth not give the Church leave to 
command any thing contrary to 
God's Law, nor oblige me to at- 
tend toit, or obey it, if it ſhould ſo 
command, 

| thankfully own, and frequently 
commemorate the bleſſed Son of 
God's coming into the world, to 
dye for us, and ſatisfie for our 
fins; but yet I think not, that he, 
by his ſufferings, hath either ex- 
cuſed me from obedience to God's 
commands, or exempted me from 
puniſhment, if I obſtinately per- 
{eycre in my diſobedience. For by 
Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's coming, I am, if poſlible, 
more obliged to a good life, being 
now obliged to a ſtrifter obedience 
out of Love and kindnefs to him, 
who hath -done and ſuffered fo 
much for me. And all his Com- 
mands are Laws, which are ſtrictly 
to be obeyed: by me, only there 1s 
now a proviſion made, that fincerez 
and hearty obedience, tho? ming- 
led with many imperfeCtions ( as 
it will always be whilſt we live in 
theſe houſes of Clay) ſhall for 
the ſake of Chriſt be looked on 
asif it were perfect, and onr fail- 
ings will in Mercy be forgiven, if 
we immediately repent us truly of 
them, and beg God's Pardon for 
them, and bo Tha for the future, 
by the .affiſtance of God, to Live 
betrer. 

And therefore I gratefully own 
the Doctrine of Repentance, and 
the hopes of Pardon on Repen- 
tance ; but yet I think that it doth 
not at all encourage fin, nor is it to 

D 2 be 
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be lookt on by us before we fin, on- 
ly it.is provided to prevent Deſpair 
when we have ſinned, and there is 
no other Remedy. And It is a 
double affront to God, for me to 

ſin out of hopes of Pardon on my 
' Repentance. For by this means[ 
both break his Laws, and alſo a- 
buſe his Mercies ; and the moſt ſe- 
vere Puniſhments are threatned to 
ſuch a courſe. 

And if the doctrine of Repen- 
tance, or of Pardon upon Repen- 
tance, will not give me any liber- 
ty to ſin, nor excuſe me, if I ſin 
wilfully ; then much leſs can l ex- 
pect a diſpenſation from obedience 
to the Laws of God any other way. 

And by Repentance, I do not 
underſtand, only a bare Confeſſing 
that I have ſinned, and ſorrow for 
it, only out of fear of puniſhment, 
which they call Aterition, but rec- 
kon Contrition eſſential to Repen- 
rance, and neceſſary to the Pardon 
of my ſins; viz. that TI be heartily 
grieved 
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grieved for the hainouſneſs of my 
ſins in themſelves, and their being 
fo diſpleaſing in the ſight of God). 
and am fully purpoſed and re- 
folved, by the bleſiing of God, to 
Live better for the furure; and al- 
ſ> that neither by the power of 
the Prieſt, nor any other way, can 
.& this Artrition be turned into Con- 
2} r:450n, or be ſufficient for Repen- 
cance and Pardon. 
.& I reckon that every good work 
done thus, by God's aſliſtance, and 
.& with-an honelt mind, is well-plea- 
© fing to God, any will, if we per- 
fevere, in due time have its reward. 
But thivisto be aſcribed to his own 
goodneſs, and the merits of Chriſt, 
not to any worth or merit in the 
actions themſelves. For how can 
a few good Actions, and mingled 
with many Failings, or a whole 
courſe of ſuch Actions, for the 
little while that we live upon earth, 
bear any proportion to, much leſs 
deſerve, eternal rewards in the 
oo D 3 world 
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workd to come ? eſpecially how can 
any man pretend to merit. at his 
hands, by whoſe-very.aid and aſli- 
ſtance we do any thing that is good? 
For of the beſt of our Actions we 
muſt in truth and juſtice ſay, as 
David ſaid of his 0wn,and his Prin- 
ces offerinzs, 1 Chron. 29, 14. All 
things come of thee, and of thy own 
bave we given tothee, _ 

I do not think that I domy cuty 
ſufficiently by abſtaining,from evil. 
For there are Afticmative as well as 


Negative Commands; and if I ogs 


ly ſhould eſchew Ey4il, and not en- 
deavour to do good, 1, muſt,; accor- 
ding to the Tenor of the. Goſpel, 
be reckon'd among the nprofitable 
ſervants. 

And in this conſideration I take 
care not only to avcid the fins, 
which I ſce many Chriſtians . too 


much indulge, or which I am, by | 


Temper, Education, Cuſtom, or 


Company, more than ordinary 1n- 


Ci.? to; but alſo I reckon it my 
Ilt- 
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indiſpenſable Duty, to be conſtanc 
1n all the parts of Poſitive Chriſti- 
-E any; knowing that Heaven 15 not 
fl 2 ſtate of ſilence, bur infinice inva-- 
eY luable Happineſs, and therefore, 
SY which I cannot poſlibly think, can 
-F be gotten with the doing of no- 
a} thing, And even among Men, there 
vE is little Commendation thought dug 
to him, of whom the beſt that can 
/ B be ſaid, is, That he hath done 'no 
" | JEW 
Now by Poſitive Chriſtianity, 'or 
» 8 Afſhrmative Duties, I underſtand. 
*F fuch things as | afzaly do outiof 
" | Obcdience to God, :nd to ſerve 
him; and not only forbear. doing 
' | what he forbids me. 
* Soijn reference- to himſelf, 1 am 
ſo far from doing any thing to diſ- 
 & honor, or blaſpheme God, that 1 
| 8 every way, that I am able, ſeek to- 
' & glorifie, praiſe, and ſerve him. 
| la reference to my Neighbonr, I 
;K; not only forbear wronging him, but 
' & 1 do himall the good, by good Ad- 
D.4 vice, . 
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vice, by ſpeaking well of him, by 
aiding and aſſiſting him in any caſe, 
that Il am able. 

Andasto my ſelf, I think it not 
enough tolie on my Bed, and avoid 
the ſins of Intemperance,-&c, but 
that by all the Diligence that I am 
able, | ſtudy to /mprove my Mind, 
get a Conqueſt over my Paſſions, and 
every way work up my f{clf to a bet- 
ter temper, and practice. 

[ «m fo fer from doing the World 
harm, or making it worſe, that I 
endeavour to leave it better than I 
found it. Hence I not only Pra- 
ttife Piety conſtantly my (clf, but 
] do what I can to Prometc, and En- 
corrareit in others; which, if I am 
na Publick ft 1tion and Employment, 
I can indeed do more efteciually ; 
and I 2m ſure I ſhall be called to an 
account why I do it not. Andif l 
am in the moſt Private Capacity 
that can be, yet by my ſilent, and 
conſtant Example , | ſhall do ſome 
good; by my Adviceto my Friends 
I 


T may do more ; and by occaſional 
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Diſcourſe, or making uſe of ſuch 
opportunities 2$ will often preſent 
themſelves, I may be an Inſtrument 
to a great deal of good, and all this 
without being Conceited, or Prag- 
matical; without Intrenching on 
other Mens buſineſs, going out of' 
my own place, or diſturbing the 
World. | 

| own a good' and wiſe Prov- 
dence watching over the World,, 
and got only over Publick. but e- 
ven extending to the moſt Priyate? 
Afﬀairs, and Perſons, and accord-- 
ingly I daily commit my ſelf; and' 
all my Concerns to the Govern-- 


_. ment, and over-ruling of that good 


God, that 1 am ſure loves me, 'and* 
knows my Caſe and Wants better. 
than I do my ſelf. But though I : 
thus own a Providence, yet 1 take- * 
a Religious Care not to tempt God, | 
by running my ſelf into Evil; and? 
then to expect God to keep me out, , 
and deliver me. Juſt as though T* * 
! Ds. know 
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know God's Grace to be All-ſuffici- 
ent for me, yet I dare not expect 
It to keep me from ſin, if I wilful- 
ly, and with my eyes open run 1n- 
tO ITC, 

For God's Grace and Preteftion 
is promiſed, and to be expected 
only in ſuch caſes, as in which I 
have done all that was in me for 
my ſelf, 2nd then 1 am allowed to 
hope for help from God; or in ſuch 
caſes as into which I am unwitting- 
ly and unwillingly led, or in which 
] am innocently, and honeſtly en- 
gaged ; and here Iam fure of ſui- 
table aid, and ſupport, if I humbly 
and earneſtly make my Requeſt, bur 
not where I wilfully expoſe my ſelf 
to Sin and Evil. 

And on this Principle I do not 
Expoſe my ſelf to Temptations, ei- 
ther asto Eſtate, by Gaming, or as 
to Life by Duels, or as to Religion, 
and a good Conſcience, by aiming 
only at the loweſt degree of what is 

Vertuous or Commendable, or ta- 
| king 


Go 


- 


* Lawfulneſs of it, as knowing|that :. 
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kiog all the Advantages againſt Re- | 
ligion, and my Duty that I think 

| poſſibly may; or by going to Maf, , 
or any other Irregular way of wor- 

ſhip, though perhaps out of vanity 

only, and Curzoſity, tempt God, , 
and my felf. For I know not | bur 

God may leave me. when I thus. 
dally with him. And the wiſe Son . 
of Sirach ſays, He that loves dan- + 
ger, ſhall fall into xt. And our! Sa-- 
viour, that we muſt not thus Tempe - 
the Lord our God. For in all caſes, , - 
in which the Intereſt of my Soul is + © 
concerned, I do nothing by Fancy, . * 
or Humour, but with all the Judg-- 

ment, and Reaſon that I have, I: 
conſider ſeriouſly the Firneſs,, or > 


it is here, as ia War, where one : 
Error is Fatal; and if I be taken: ; 
off in a ſinful Practice, there is no »- 
Reſcuing. me, .or Retrieving. me : * 
for ever. | 

As to a ſhare of the things of thus + 
life, 1 keep my ſelf in a great in» * 

| diffes -/ 
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differency. For I am ſure that life 
it ſelf is not always Good, or a 
Bleſſing ;z and then much leſs are 
any of theſe things very deſirable, 
that ſerve only for the Convenien» 
cies of Life. And ſeeing I never 
Pray to God for my own, or my 
F;i:nds longer life, only as far 
for.h as it ſhall be for the Glory 
of God, and good of Religion, 'and 
the World,- or in order to our be- 
Ing the berter fitted, and prepared 
for Heaven ; much leſs am I folli- 
citous for more Eſtate, or make 
That -the ſubject of my Prayers. 
For 1 am fyre that every one cannot 
have a great Eſtate, few men can 
_ bear, and manage a great Eſtate 2 
they ought, and »o man needs it. 
And in the Lord's own Prayer we 
are taught, and allow*d only to pray 
for Bread, or what ts neceſſary, and 
* Thatonly from hand to.mouth, this 
F dayour daily breed, 
F - I am therefore well content with 
# * the little that I haye, as thinking 


thay 
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that God. knows my ſtrength and 
ability beſt, and what is propereſt 
for me, and as knowing that if I 
ſhould get more, tho? by the moſt 
lawful means, and- by the moſt mo- 
derate endeavours,it will be proppr=- 
tionably expected that I ſhould (do 
the more good, be the more uſeful 
in the world, and I ſhall have more 
Talents to anſwer for the Receipt 
of ; as on the other hand, the leſs 1 
have, the leſs Temptations | am ly- 
able to- at preſent, the leſs tyed 1 
ſhall be to this world, and the Jeſs 
will be my account at the laſt day. 
And I am very ſenſible that when a 
Man comes to die, he will wiſhhe 
had enjoyed leſs of this World; 
* there being at leaſt ſome danger of 
receiving our good things bere. And 
therefore tho? a great Eſtate may 
afford more eaſe and delight here, 
yet a mean fortune ſeems to afford 
more ſecurity in order to hereafter: 
And hence I pray for ſuch a Portion 
as is fitteſt for me, and with-which 


” 
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I'ſhall do moſt good ; that God 
would ſuit my Condition tomy De- 
ſires,or myDcſircs to myCondition, 
that I may ſerve him chearfully,and 
without Diſtraction. And I think 
not that I'am out of the favour of 
God, or even of good men, becauſe 
I have leſs than others, but do much 
condemn the unjuſt Meaſure of the 
world, of {lighting a Man, becauſe 
he is poor,or of valuing him for his 
Outſide, rather than for his Inſide, 
ForVertue,and Prudence,Integrity, 
and an earneſt deſire to do good, are 
more true Accompliſhments, than 
Beauty, Riches, Honours, &c. And 
He is the moſt conſiderable Man in 
the world, not that enjoys moſt of 
this world, but that doth moſt good 
in it; For him the world will moſt 
miſs, for him good Mens Prayers 
are moſt, over him the Providence 
of God will watch in a more pecy- 
Har manner ; and therefore he is 
every wav the molt yaluable and 
confider. ble Perſon, 

I 
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I am taught to Pray at home in 
private always, and in my own Fa- 
mily too conſtantly, eſpecially if 1 
have not the advantage of goipg 
with my Family to the Publick Ser- 
vice daily. But if I have the oppar- 
tunity of- Publick Worſhip, I am 
conſtant in it, as in alt other Offices 
of Piety, and fear not being-called 
an Hypocrite; for-this is another 
of the unjuſt Meaſures of the world, 
to reckon a Man guilty of Hypocri- 
ſie, if he be more ſtrict in Religion, 
and more ſcrupulous of a fin, than 
athers are z whereas true Piety muſt 
neceſſarily openly ſhew it ſelf, and 
we are bid to Let owr Lights ſhine 
before men,that they may ſee our goed 
works, and glorifie God. | 

And agreeably to this, I not only 
openly profeſs a ſtrict Regard to 
Juſtice, but exattly practiſe it to- 
wards all men. I pay all men their 
Dues, all Officers and Offices in 
Church and State, according to St. 
Paul's command, Rom. 13. I pay 
not 
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not only all honour and reſpect, but 
alſo all faichful ſervice and obedi- 
ence to the King, as God's Vice- 
gerent, and the common Father of 
the Country. I cannot endure to 
tear him ill ſpoken of, or hurt in his 
Reputation,nor injured asto his juſt 
Rights,cither inPower,or Revenue. 

And -as to my Fellow-Subjects, I 
maintain an exact Juſtice, ſo as nor 
only to forbear open Violence, Op- 
preſſion, or Fraud towards any, but 
alſo to take cre punctually to pay 
my Debts,and to anſwer all Promi- 
ſcs, and Obligations: For not pay- 


ing Debts, is much the ſame thing 


as Robbing, or- violently taking 
from another, There being but very 


little difference between taking 


Mony from a Man when he is un- 
willing , and keeping it from him 
when he deſires it, and ought in Ju- 
ſtice to have ir. 

From this Principle T am alſo 
punctual in paying my Tythes, and 


all fuch Publick Dues for the main»: 


tEnance 
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tenance of Religion, and for ny 
part take ſuch care otherwiſe thst 
they that wait on the Service of 
God, and watch for my Soul, may 
have a handſome maintenance, leſt 
by my niggardlineſs it ſhould hap- 
pen that the Seryice of God ſhould 
be diſcouraged ( and Religion will 
always ſuffer in the Miniſters of it) 
or leſt worthy Men ſhould be 
diſheartned from entring into the 
holy Office, or leſt they thar alrea- 
dy ſerve at the Altar, ſhould be for» 
ced to any unlawful or any unbe- 
coming means to maintain them- 
ſelves ; but that they may have ad- 
vantages and helps fit for their Im- 
provement in Learning, that they 


" may be able to' defend Religion, - 


and convince the Gainfayers : /and 
this is no more than common! Ju- 
ſtice; for as they ſhare not with 
others in Secular buſineſs, & Trade, 
and other advantagious ways of ral- 
ſing themſelves, ſo they ought:to be 
provided with fuch a maintenance 
as 
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as anſwers the ingenuous Education, 
they have had, and the Relation 
they bear to Religion. 

Finally, I conſider my ſelf as to 
all the Capacities, and Relations, 
thatlam in in the World, and en- 
deavour to behave my ſelf ſuitably 
to them-: knowing there is a diſtinct 
Duty, and Obligation between Fa- 
ther and Children, Husband and 
Wife, Superiours ard Inferionrs, 
Friends and Equals, and therefore 
which every Chriſtian mult take 
care to Anſwer and Perform : and 
which are very fully expreſs'd in 
that excellent Book of the Whole 
Duty of Man. 

But much of this Nature will 
come to be conſidered alſo in the 
Sixth Chapter, under the Head of 
Civil Conver ſation. 


CHAP. IV. 


Of the Service of God in 
| Publick. 


I Am taught. alfo in this Churchs- 
that it 1s not fuſhciead for me* 
to Believe well, and to perform the 
Puty of a Chriſtian by my ſelf, 'or 
in private, but that there is a- pub- 
lick, Profeſſion,. and an open exer- 
ciſe of ſeveral Acts of Religion: 
* neceſlary. 

For many Duties of Chriſtianity 
do require the doing of them in 
Company, and it is an open Pro- 
fe{ſion that doth moſt encourage 
Religion, and; provoke other men 
toan imitation. And by the nature 
of the Publick Service which I fre- 

quent, 
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quent, and by my demeanour in 
it, I give a Sample of my {elf, 
and men may thence take an eſt» 
mate how I am affected in my mind, 
and how I carry my, {clf in my more 
private retirements. And I find 
in the Goſpel, that Chriſt promt- 
ſeth his bleſſings eſpecially to Pub- 
lick Services, where Two or Three 
are gathered together in hu name, 
and therefore that it ought always 
to bepreferred before Private. And 
Publick, Communion hath always 
been accounted neceſlary in order 
to our lertizg our light ſhine before 


men, and making the world know: 
what opinion we-are of. For the: 


Publick - Articles, and*© Confeſlion- 
of- Faith of that Church with which 
I Communicate, being known to 
-all the world, my Faith and Belicf 
alfo,. as to the main Articles of Re- 
Itgion, is known at the ſame time. 
* Butrhe excellency:of Publick Ser- 
vice, and its Preference before Pri- 
vate, Is fully mage out, in that late 

excel- 
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excellent Treatiſe of Prayer by 
Dr, Patrick. / | 

And for this reaſon alſo, I re- 
ligiouſly abſtain from Communi- 
cating with any Heretical or Schiſ- 
matical Congregation, that-is, with 
any that hold any erroneous opint- 
on contrary to any of the great 
Articles of Chriſtianity, or that 
but keep private and ſeparate meet- 
ings from the Publick Worſhip that 
is Lawfully Eſtabliſhed, leſt I be 
reckoned of their party and yer- 
{waſion. For all ſuch ſeparate meet- 
ings are breaches of Charity 3 and 
tho* they may poſlibly encourage 
no Heretical opinions now, yet it 
_ 4s odds but fuch opinions will find 
ſhelter, and countenance among - 
them. Such Clancular and irregu- 
lar Conventicles being the proper 
ſeed-plots for ſuch weeds to grow 
in. They-break the Unity of the 
body of Chrift, and diſobey Law- 
ful Authority in the Church. [And 
I am ſure that if they can Commu- 
nicate 
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nicate without fin, for them to ſe- 
parate 1s a very great ſin. Beſides 
that all fach private meetings are 
dangerous to the State for all men, 
that are ill affected to the State, 
will herd with them, and ſo will be 
ſecure of a Party. And it weakens 
alſo the publick ſtrength, when a 
number of men make themſelves a 
diſtint party, who will be ſo far 
from joyning heartily with the 
Publick, that they will reckon it 
their duty,to oppoſe, and find faulr 
with what is done, if it be but to 
give ſome excuſe and countenance 
ro their own Schiſm. And by thus 
finding fault with the Publick ma- 
nagement, they will alſo draw all 
diſcontented people to them ( who 
are always numerons in eyery 
State) and ſo not only ſtrengthen 
their Schiſm againſt the Church, 
bur alſo form a dangerous Factron 
againſt the State. | 

And as | thus Conſcientiouſly 
forbear the going to any irregular 
unlaw- 
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wlawfal Aſſemblies, tho? only our 
of curioſity, becauſe my very be- | 
ing there but once, and out of no 
bad deſign, is a giving them conn- 
tenance and encouragement ( for 
number and company 1s always cn- 
couraging) and is a putting my | 
ſelf out of God's protetion, by.! 
tempting him by running my ſelf 
into evil and danger, which he- 
may juſtly ſuffer me to fall into: 

So alſo I am very ſcrupulous of 
leaving my own Church at all, or; 
going to any other Church, or Re- 
gular Congregation.For the thus run- 
ning to other Churches generally ar- 
gues a vanity of mind, it is ofc the 
8 mother of Schiſm and Faftion, and 
rather tends to advance popularity 
than true Religion, it gives a very: 
bad example, it diſcourageth my 
own Pariſh Congregation, and Ido 
not. think It is ſo likely to have a 
bleſſing from God. For God will 
give his bleſling to us eſpecially 
| where he himſelf hath placed = 
| ; an 
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and in regular ways, he being the 
God of Order, and not of Confu- 
fion. AndI am ſurel have at leaſt 
asgood Prayers, and the Word of 
God it (elf as pure, asI can find it 
in any other Church. And tho? it 
is poſſible I may hear a neater and 
more elegant Sermon there, yet 
beſides that 1 do not think there is 
ſo much Religion, properly ſo cal- 


-led, in hearing Sermons, they be- 


ing not ſo much in reference to 
God, asto our ſelves, and for our 
own benefit; I ſay beſides this, if 
at- my return home from ſuch a Ser- 
mon, I ſit down, and conſider what. 
I have gotten by my wandring, [ 
ſhall find that rather my curioſity, 
and fancy are gratified, than Piety 
and Devotion advanced in me, and 
that I am rather Pleaſed than TIn- 
ſt-uted, or made either wiſer or 
better. 

And I keep conſtantly to my own 
Pariſh on all occaſions, not only on 
Sundays, but other days, ſetting 
down 


in Publitk. 7; 


ie down this for a Rule, that Prayers | 


]- 
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hinder no buſineſs. And if it ſhould | 
once happen that I ſhould ſuffer a 
little by it, I am ſure it will be 
abundantly recompenced ſome o-; 
ther way; tho? commonly there is! 
no need of that; for ſo hath God in 
mercy ordered the world, -and 
mens Concerns in it, that a man; 
may eaſily, at leaſt with a little 
forecaſt, ſo order all his Buſineſs 
that there ſhall be time enough 
both for Publick and Private De= 


F votion. Nay indeed with moſt 


men it is certain that I need deſire 


them only to ſpend ſo much time in 
Devotion, or Reading, or in any 
other method in order to Heaven, 
which elſe they would be perfet- 
ly idle in, and would, as we ſay, 
hang on their hands, and which 
they are not obliged to ſpend in 
any neceſlary, or uſeful buſineſs of 
Life. "$0 that the moſt diligent 
man af the world, and he that hath 


{ moſt Buſineſs, with a little con> 


E trivance, 
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trivance, may find time enough for 
conſtant Devotion ; and it will be 
a Relaxation, as well as Comfort 
to his mind, and will procure for 
him moreover a Bleſling of God on 
his other, and ſecular buſineſs. 

And when I come to the Publick 
Service, I come not out of cuſtom, 
or to pleaſe others, or get a Re- 
putation, or only with ſuch a kind 
of diſpoſition of mind, as when 1 
make a viſit to a Friend, orgo to 
any common place and company. 
For when I come to Church, as 1 
am going, I always think with my 
felf, now am I going to appear 
before God in a more eſpecial man- 
ner; and I reflect on ſome, or all 
the deſigns of a Publick Prayer and 
Service, and for which I go now, 
and at all other times. For | muſt 
always propound to my ſelf, and 
deſign by this, and every other act 
of Publick Devotion, to pay the Ho- 
mage due from me to my great 
Creator, and BenetaCtor,who hath 


thus 


© = 
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thus commanded to be ſerved; and 
acknowledged by me; by Praiſes 
te magnifie and extol him tor his in-: 
figite , perfections in- himſelf ; by: 
Thanksgwings to thank, and hoxour 
him for the mercies already vouchs. 
ſafed to all mankind, his Church 
in general, or This Church and 
Nation, as well as my ſelf in par- 
ticular ,, and by my humble Prayers 
and Supplications to beg a continu- 
ancept all the good things we en- 
joy, and a ſupply of thoſe that we 
door ſhall want, for my ſelf and 
othersz as alſo; hy .my' example as 
far as I can, to keep up,,-and: en- 
courage Religion and Pietyr'in the 
world, and ſhew' what Church and 
Profeflion I'am of. 

And my but thinking of theſe 
ends of my cqming to Publick Sers 
vice, will everrawe me intoa De- 
vout and Reverent carriage, and 
will make me attentive when I am 
there, and ſo to make a good uſe 
and application of all parts of Pub- 

| E 2 lick 
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lick Service to my proper OCcca- 


ſftons, 


I always contrive to come before | 
Prayers begin, both to ſhew 'my | 
willingneſs, and deſire to worſhip ? 
God, and that the Publick Service * 


lt. PI" T4 wa 


may not be diſcouraged for lack | 
of Company, and leſt I miſs any | 


part of Service, eſpecially the firſt 


part, in which there is both the ! 
Confeſſion, Abſolution, and the * 


Lord*s Prayer, and alſo thay by * 


my coming a little before Prayers ;! 
begin, I may have ſome time to *? 
prepare my ſelf for what I am go- * 


ing to do. 

In the firſt place I fall down on 
my knees, to thank God for all his 
mercies, and particularly for this 
other opportunity of appearing be- 
fore him, beſeeching him to give a 
Bleſling on all the Congregation, 
as well 2s on my ſelf, that he will 
aſliſt us in what we are about to do, 
and accept of what we ſhall do; 
Pardoning our Infirmities, and do- 


ing 
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ing for our ſelves, our Church, and 


Nation abundantly more than we 
are able either to ask or think, for 
the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt that dyed 
for us. 

Whenl am riſen from my Pri- 
vate Prayers, and at all other times 


& during Publick Service in the 


Church, 1luſe as little Ceremony to 
others as poſlibly I can, (tho? I 
take care to be wanting in no part 
of civil Ceremony abroad in a com- 
mon place ) For I reckon that the 
common Ceremonies of Bowing/to 
one that comes in,or toa friend that 


1 ſcein the Church, or to one that 


Sneezeth, or on the like occaſions, 
is a kind; of Compliment that may 


. very well and ought to be ſpared ; 


for it doth not ſo well become the 
place where I am, northe buſineſs 
I come about; it argues ſome kind 
of lightneſs of mind, or will create 
it, and is certainly diſtrating both 
to my ſelf and others; and I may 
be ſure that no man that conſiders 
= $6S . ja 
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the Sacrednelſs of the place, ani! 
occaſion, and that ſees my Civility# 
and Courteouſneſs ' abrozd; will# 
ever think the worſe of me, if 177 
be more reſerved, and leſs ceremo-j 
nious at Church. » 
And all along the Service 1 take 
care both to be Uncovered in'token® 
of reſpect, and to ſhew I conſider 

the Majeſty of him before whom 1 
appear, and alſo to-carry my ſelf Þ 
with all Gravity,Silence;& Inoffen- 
fveneſs to others, neither by Talk- Z 
ing, Gazing about, nor any light 2 
or unſeemly carriage to be a diſtur- 7 
bance to them; all indecency of 7 
carriage arguing a wandring mind, ? 
and is both unbecoming' Religion, 
and a ſcandal to other men, Neij- 
ther do I bring Dogs into the 
Church, or encourage thoſe that 
are brought, very great unſeemlt- \ 
neſs ofren following it, and ir be- ©: 
ing at the beſt, and always a © 
hindrance of . compoſedneſs of |: 
Thought, a diſtrattion of Devo- Y 
| tion, 
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tion, and argues ſome Irreverence 
towards God. 

While the Exhortation is Read- 
ing, I ſtand gravely, and mind ſe- 
riouſlly what is there ſaid, and 
thereby more fit my ſelf for all 
that is to follow, reſolving by the 
blefling of God, to keep /my 
thoughts ſo fixed on what I am/go- 
ing to do, and every part of $Ser- 
vice, as the Worſhip of the great 
God, and the Salvation of my own 
Soul do require. - 

At the Confeſſion, with the Con- 
gregation, I fall down on| my 
Knees, that being the poſture in- 
joyned by the Church, and! the 
humbleſt poſture eſteemed in theſe* 


+ Countries. And I not only acknow- 


ledge my own ſins, and the ſins of 
the Church and Congregation in 
general, but as far as I am able, ſuch 
particular ſins of my own as are 
cither greater in themſelves, and 
of a more provoking nature, orelſe 
that having been lately committed, 
E 4. had 
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had not been ſo very particularly 
and fully Repented of by me. I am 
heartily ſorry for them, and beg 
God's Pardon of them, that they Þ 
may never riſe up againſt me in this 
Life, if ic be his will, but eſpecially Þ 
not in the other Life. And whillt F 
I beg his Grace, that we may live } 
Godly, Righteous, and ſober Lives, 

at the ſame time I reſolve with my | 
ſelf, that by kis Grace and Aſliſt- 
ance, | will ſtrive and endeavour to | 
lead every way a better Life, be Þ 
more conſtant in every good aCtion, {3 
and more carefully avoid thoſe ſins Z 
that I have juſt now confeſſed, than Z 
hitherto I have done. b 
" . When thePrieſt pronounceth the XZ 
Abſolution, both here, and in the 7 
Communion Service, 1 attend to ir, 
and receive jt with all gladneſs and 
humility of mind, begging that this 
Pardon, which God hath given his 
Miniſters power to pronounce in 
general, may be applied to my ſelf, 
and my Caſes in particular. Thongs 
ore 
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fore I eſteem this Abſolution very 
much, it being the Voice of God, 
and being pronounced at the Com- 


{ mand of God, as the Auguſtane 


Confeſſion ſpeaketh , but it being 
only on the Conditions that we Re- 


© pent and Believe, | immediately re- 
$ ſolve to Repent and Believe, and 
I pray to God to Aſſiſt me,and Ab- 


ſolve me ; and I am encouraged to 
hope that | am in God's favour,and 
that he doth Pardon, and. accept of: 
me, when [ hear this gracious De+ 
claration of his mercy to all true 
Penicents. And 1 take ir as well, 
and doubt not but it will be to as 
good purpoſe to me, as if it had 
been ſpoken to my ſelf alone, and 


* ina more preſuming way and man- 


ner 3 It being pronounced by ſo 
truly a conſtituted Prieſt, in God's 
name; and with his hearty deſire, , 
and prayer for Pardon to his Con- 
gregation accompanying - it ; . and” 
the People at the ſame time de-- 
youtly accepting of . it, , and the. 
E 5 terms » 
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rerms on which it is granted ; there 
ſeems nothing wanting as to what | 
can expect from the Church; and [ 
have the fame aſſurance alſo from#| 
God, as if it were pronounced thef 
moſt authoritatively, according to 
the practice of the Church of Rome, 
T ab ſolve thee. For ſeeing the Par- 
don of fins is in reference to the 
Life to come, I cannot expect ſo 
full and abſolute a Pardon here, but E 
that if I continue in, or return to a | 
vicious courſe, even my former ſins 7 
will return upon me. And ſeeing |} 
It comes only from God, I regard Þ 
eſpecially the promiſe of God, who *? 
hath wiſh forgiveneſs of ſins ® 
to them that truly repent, and care 
not whether the Miniſter, who 1s as 
it were, the Herald, or Perfon who 
makes Declaration of this promiſe, 
pronounce it authoritatively, I ab- 
ſolve thee, or declaratively, He ab- 
ftveth. Eſpecially I being very ſare 
that God will rather do more than 
tefs, when he ſees we take not too 
much 
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much upon our ſelves. He loyes 
Modeſty and Humility ia all cafes, 
eſpecially in reference to himſelf, 
and will rather give the more, when 
we preſume,and challenge the leſs. 

When the Lord”s Prayer is read, 
I joyn with it, and repeat it, as/the 
Church enjoyns; my very repeat-- 
ing it ſtirring up my own attention 
bercer to regard and mind the full, 
and comprehenſive ſenſe of each 
Petition; and to help our Infirmi- 
ties, this moſt excellent Prayer is. 
ſeveral times uſed, that ſo we may 
have opportunity to recollect, or 
attend to that lenſe of it the ſecond. 
or thicd time, which by reaſon of 
the narrownels, or diltraction of 
our minds, or the vaſt ſenſineſs of: 
the Prayer it ſelf, we were not able: 
to. mind ſufficiently the firſt! tims. 
that it was read, 

Indeed I very much approye of, 
and commend this Order of our. 
Church, in requiring that the Peo= 
ple ſhall. with their own mouths Ree - 
p18. 
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peat the Confeſſion, Lord's Prayer, 
Pſalms, Hymns, and other Reſponſes, 
For by this the Pcople are taught, 
that they are as much concerned in 
the Service of God, as: the Prieſt, 
and ought to: bear a part in it. I he 
People being- required to anſwer 
ſometimes, awakens and quickens 
theirAttention and Devotion,which 
elſe would be aſleep or remiſs, and 
by their thus frequently joyning in 
full fentences, and by ſaying Amex 
at the end of every Prayer,they not 
only hear how the Prieſt prays to 
God, but nake every Prayer, and 
Praiſe their own act and deed, are 
attive in the Service of-God, keep 
up a Tenſe of God and: Religion 
more in their own minds, and ſo 
may hope to bave a Bleſling from 
God accordingly. But in reading 
the Pſalms, or other Hymns alter= 
nately, I not only miad what I read 
my ſelf, but as much what the Prieſt 
readeth, and apply it all to my ſelf 

es, with ſucha tems 
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per of: mind as becomes a Chri- 
{tian. 

Indeed F am very glad that the 
Pſalms are {o much uſed,and ſo con- 
ſtantly in our Liturgy, not only by 
reaſon of our Conformity herein 
with the ancient People of God; 
the Fews, and the ancient Church 
of Chriſt in the firſt Ages, but alſo 
for the ſenſineſs and devotion | of 
the Pſalms in general, which may 
be eaſily and properly applied! to 
our ſelves, and to our caſes, if we 
by Z10n,FJeruſalem, &c. underſtand 
our own Church and Nation, turn- 
ing ſometimes a Prayer into a De- 
nunciation, and an aſſertion into a 
* Prayer, as there will be occaſion; 
Z* and which will be very natural and 
eaſie for a truly devoutly diſpoſed 
{ mind todo; as every one may ſee; 
that will but read and uſe DoRtor 
Patricks excellent Paraphraſe on 
the Book of Pſalms. But eſpecially 
I admire the Book of Pſalms, | for 
all, the Thanksgivings, and Praiſes * 
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to God in it, that make up the big» 
ger part of that moſt excellent 
Book; Thanks and Praiſe being 
doubtleſs the moſt acceptable parc Þ 
of Divine ſervice, they being what 
we offer to God for his ſake, not 
our: own,, they arguing the molt F 
elevated, and well diſpoſed mind. } 
For the moſt ſelfiſh man will pray | 
ſometimes, and beg & boon, but 
pride, ſtubbornneſs, or ingratitude | 
will not ſuffer him to Praiſe, or | 
Thank his BenefaCtor. And yet the Þ 
higheſt of the Praiſe, and Thanks | 
thar we can give, are both ſtrictly 
due from us to God, and are all the | 
Returns that we properly can make. | 
him for all the innumerable Mercies 
we receive from him. K | 
When the - Leſſons are read, I. | 

compoſe my ſelf with all the atten- 
tion and reſpeCt imaginable, as to 
the word and meſſage of God him- 
felf to me, and cannot but admire 
at, and pity thoſe Men that ſeem 
mighcy attentive at,and place m_ | 
# Cil-- 


-. <A hd 


1 Publick. 87 
Religion in hearing a Sermon, and 
yet are perfectly careleſs at, and 
feem almoſt to deſpiſe the Reading 
of the Scripture; ſeeing whatever 
Authorny, or excellency any Ser- 
mon hath, is derived from thefe 
Scriptures ; and that the very beſt 
Sermons muſt be judged of, and ex- 
amined by the Scripture, and are to 
be condemned, if they be not: con- 
ſonant toit. And-tho' I know [the 
Scripture very well already, and 
know beforehand what will be read, 
yet | am never the lcfs attentive; 
for*by exact attention it very often 
falls out, that I obſerve fomewhat 
from the Scripture, which I had not 
obſerved before ; at leaſt | have my 


* old notions revived, and as from 


God further impreſſed on me; by 
coming to hear. the ſame things 
read which I knew- before, I encou- 
rage the more Ignorant to come, 
and Countenance the Publick | Ser- 


vice, as well as do an AcQt of Ho- 


mage, and worſhip to God. There- 
fore 
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fore I expect not new things to be 
taught me generally, either out of 
the Scripture, or in Sermons, but. 
by conſtantly having the ſame great 
truths urged to me, I have a more 
exact and uniform Notion of Reli- | 
gion imprinted on me,and my mind | 
Is more inclined, and. worn into.a | 
ſuicable compoſure, 

The Hymns between, and afcer 
the Leſſons | joyn in, as 1 do in the 
Pſalms, they being all Praiſes of 
God,either for the coming of Chriſt ! 
into the World, and being made | 
known to us, when ſo many of -the 
great Men of the World, both for- | 
merly, and now, have been ignorant } 
of him, as in the Magnificat, Bene- | 
diftw,and Nunc dimittss;, or elſe ta. | 
Praiſe God for that, and all other 
his Mercies in the Te Denm, and 0s 
ther Hymns. And ſurely no Man 
can grudge. ſuch a piece of ſervice. 
now, who hopes that tF«'s will be 
bis buſineſs, and happineſs to dd the. 


like to all Eternity. ' 
With 
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With the ſame Devotion do/I 
ſtand up, and rehearſe the Creed 
with the Prieſt, to evidence my 
Continvuance in the Faith of Chriſt, 
of which that is an Epitome. Be- 
ſides that to profeſs my Belief /in 


Z God, and of what he hath taught, 
© is a very acceptable piece of ſer- 


vice ; I honour God by it,and make 
my ſelf more religiouſly affected : 
So that every command of Religion 
will have a better effeR on me z For 
the force of every Command de- 
pends on the truth of the Creed, 
and is enhanced, as to me, by a ſeri- 
ous refleCtion on my Creed. 

And then with the Congregation 
IT kneel down alſo, and in all things 
demean my ſelf,as the Order of the 
Church requires, and as the reſt of 
the Congregation doth ; the | Po- 
fture being in our Church always 
very properly ſuited to the occaſeon. 
And by my but obſerving the rules 
of the Church in theſe caſes, I ex- 
ercile two Vertues at once, I ſhew 
my 
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my Peaceableneſs, as well as m 
Devotion. 

And accordingly at Prayers I ne 
ver fit, but kneel, that being the 
lowlieſt poſture, eſpecially in the 
Countries, and I cannot carry my 
ſelf too lowly when I ſpeak to the 
great Majeſty of Heaven and Earth, 
and that not only for others, for 
our Church and Nation , but for 
my ſelf alſo, and for my own Eter- 
nal Salvation. 

And though in all the Prayers it! 
1s not required, nor ſuſfer*d that [ 
repeat them aloud, with, or after 
the Prieſt, as in the Confeſſion and | 
Lord's Prayer, yet I fail not togo| 
along with him in my mind,and ge- 
nerally alſo, to prevent the diſtra- 
tion of my thoughts, and to faſten 
and ſecure my attention, I even } 
ſpeak the words with my lips, yet # 
ſo as not to be heard, for that would 
breed diſturbance in the Church, 
which 1 always take care religiouſly 
to prevent, And to be ſure Iam 
ready 
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ready always, at the end to anſwer, 
Amen, audibly; for I thereby keep 
my attention more awake by anſwe- 
ring ſo often, and ſhew I joyn in all 
the Prayer that went before, al 
make it my-own. | 

When any of the Prayers are read 
T think it not enongh for me to fay 
my own Private Prayers,as they are 
taughtto do in the Church of Rame, 
but take care to mind and Pray ear- 
neſtly for what the Prayer deſireth; 
our ſervice being for this end in/our 
own Langnage.that every Man may 
underſtand,and joyn with thePrieſt. 
And I maſt not think that his Pray- 
iag for me,or my being preſent,will 
ſuthce me, or do me good, unleſs I 


» alſo really with him Pray for my ſelf 


and others. 

And what is here ſaid of Publick. 
Prayers for others, extends alfo to 
Thanksgivings, either for general 
Bleſſings, or for particular Mercies 
to particular perſons commemora- 
ted, as to Women when Churched, or 
Per ſons 
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Perſons recover'd from ſickneſſy C&c. 
For the ſame Charity that makes 
me ſo far to make others concerns 
my own; asto Pray for their good, 
will oblige me alſo to give Thanks 
to the God of all. mercies, for all 
the Bleſſings and Benefits he hath 
beſtowed on them. 

As I omit no opportunity of go- 
ing to Church, ſo nor of receiving 
the Sacrament ;, and yet I always 
take moſt religious care to prepare 
my ſelf before I come toirt. For 
the frequent Celebration of this 
Holy Office, is what the Church of 
Chriſt always practiſed, and our 
Church expeQs, and a conſtant uſe 
of it, and of preparation in order 
to it, I look on as a moſt prudent, 


if not neceſſary means, to coun- | 


terballance the conſtant ſollicitati- 
ons and temptations of Life. And 
by ſuch a conſtancy I both honour, 
and obey God, and keep my own 
Devotion warm, and by the bleſ- 
ſing of God, ſhall make Piety, and 
Good- 


_ 
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Goodneſs even cuſtomary and ha- 
bitnal to me, which is the greateſt 
Bleſſing ſurely of which we are ca» 
pable in this Life. I look on it 'in- 
deed as the moſt holy Office of our 
Religion, and therefore of all 
things in this life dread being Ex- 
communicated, or debarred from 
coming to it; Excommunication, 
when it proc-eds on juſt grounds, 
being, as Ter:*:an calls it, an ear- 


S neſt or foretaſt of the laſt Fudg ment 
7 and Condemnation there ; and there- 


fore I take care neither by Herefie, 
Schiſm, Profaneneſi, nor yet by any 
contempt of Authority or of the 


; Eccleſiaſtical Courts, to have it 
1 pronounced againſt me; for to ſay 


y no more, I think no wiſe man 


would —_— come under |the 
ſuſpicion of ſo great, and intole- 


| rable attevil, or haveit on any aC- 


count inflicted on him. 

But tho' I look thus on the! Sa- 
crament as the moſt holy Office of 
our Religion, as a holy thing, 

which 
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which Chriſt hath left. to be remem: 
bred by, as it were to ſupply, ; and 
to make up the loſs of his Bodily 
Preſence, and to the dug receiving 
of which Chriſt kath promiſed un- 
valuable Bleſſings, it being called 
by the name of his Body and Bloud, 
yer {ti|] I know it is but Bread and 
Wine, that there is no Tranſub- 
ft antiation, the very Body of Chriſt 
that hung on the Croſs being in 
heaven and not here, it being againſt 
the truth of Chriſt's natural body, 
that it ſhould be in more places 
than one at the ſame time. And 
on this account .1 worſhip not the 
Sacrament, .or what appearsto my 
eyes, but God and Chriſt in my 
mind. As I reckon not the Cele- 
bration of the Sacrament to be at 
all 'a -Propitiatory Sacrifice ; my 
hopes, being only in the merits of 
that Sacrifice of Chriſt on the 
Croſs, which was once offered, as 
St. Paul ſays, to take away our 
fins, of which this js only a Com- 
memaration. I 
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Tam conſtant alſoat all Sermons 
n my-own Pariſh, and when I can, 
onveniently, often at Sermons in 
ther neighbouring Churches, when, 
ve have none in our own, and hope: 
o receive good by them, they be- 
ng parc of the ordinary means, 
hich God hath appointed for my 
Inſtruction, and therefore am very 
Attentive as to the Explication| of 
that Word of God, by obeying of 
which I hope to be ſaved. Bur yet- 
I never ſuffer the Sermon, or my 
Loveto it, to juſtle our, or under- 
© value the Prayers, or the Sacra- 
2 ment, theſe. being more properly 
] the Service of God, and Atlts of 
= Devotion, than that. For Prayers, 
* and Praiſes, and the Sacrament, 
= are directed to God, have a direct 
* relation to him ; but Sermons are 
2 eſpecially in reference to my ſelf, 
« and for my own Information-z3 and 
© therefore muſt yield to the other, 
; 2S the Means are leſs noble than the 
# End. Beſides alſo, the Scriptures 


being 
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being read have more Authority 
than a Sermon, and are more ne- 
ceſſary, and ſhould be minded ac- 
cordingly. ' And it is the ſame 
thing to me, whether the Parſon 
read his Sermon, or Preach with- 
out reading. Although I muſt 
needs ſay, there is hardly any one 
man- in the world but will ſpeak 
better, and more uſeful ſenſe pre- 
meditately, than ex tempore, and 
tho? he that ſpeaks ex tempore may 
ſpeak with more heat, yet he that 
writes down what he ſays, 1s like 
to ſpeak with more Conſiſtency 
and if we look on a Sermon to be 
any way in reference to God, ſure- 
ly it ought to be as Senſy and Con- 
liſtent as we can frame it. And I 
reckon that every. man that may 
be exceeding uſeful in the Church, 
hath not the ſame Preſence of mind, 
fluency of Expreſſions, or grace of 
Delivery that another man hath 
and there is ſcarcely any man but 
will ſpeak, not only with more Con- 
ſiſtency 
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iſtency and weight, but alſo will 
be guilty of leſs Impertinencies 
and Improprieties, if he write 
down his Sermons, than if he do 
not : and I am taught to mind al- 
ways the Senſe of a Sermon, more 
than the Nosſe and Tone with 
which it is ſpoken, and I deſire ra-' 
ther to have my Reaſon convinced, 
and Judgment informed, than my: 
Paſſions and Aﬀections raiſed by 
the moſt Eloquent and Pathetical 
harangue. | 

As to Baptiſm, 1 am taught the 
abſolnte neceſſity of. it, where ir 
can be had,we being by ic admitted 
into the number of Chriſt's Diſ- 
ciples, made part of his Body, and 
have a ſhare in all the Prayers for, 
and Bleſſings to his Church. And 
therefore I take a molt religious 
care that my Children be Baptized 
as ſoon as conveniently they can. 
But | bring them to Church, and 
ſuffer them not. to be Baptized at 
home, unleſs in caſe of utmoſt ex- 
F creniry. 
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tremity. For asI think that Pub- 
lick Service ought to be preferred 
before Private, ſo I think there is 
no Office, or part of Religious Ser- 
vice that more neceſlarily requires 
To be Publick, than this of Baptiſm, 
the Child being by it ſolemnly ad- 
mitted into the Church of Chriſt, 
of which the whole Congregation 
are .to be witneſſes, and all their 
Prayers being deſired in behalf of 
him. And when any one is Bapts- 
zed, I both put my ſelf in mind of 
my own Duty, as Chriſtian; and 
examine my ſelf how I have kept 
my Vow of Baptiſm ; and how care- 
Fully 1 have performed my Promiſe 
and Duty toward thoſe Children in 
whoſe name I have anſwered as 
Godfather; and alſo devoutly and 


heartily. ( as the Church teacheth ) | 
pray, that this Child may have * 
Grace to live ſome way agreeable | 


to this holy Religion, into which 
he 1s now admitted, 


| | 
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lam glad alſo te aſſiſt at the Ca- 
techizing of Children, and think it 
no time loſt to have the Fundamen- 
tals of our Religion repeated over 
if the Catechiſm. For it is by them 
that 1, as well as the Children, can 
be ſaved. Andl think it a mighty 
advantage to haye the whole ſumm, 
and ſubſtance, not of one Text of 
Scripture, or of one point, but of 
all Scripture, and of whole Chri- 
ſtianity delivered at once, as-it is 
in the Catechiſm. And it will na» 
turally put ſeveral things into my 
mind, which either I did not mind 
befqre,. or had forgot. And ſo 1 
ſhall alſo benefit my ſelf as well as 
countenance Religion, and the 
Publick Servige, and encourage the 
Children, and do them good. 
[ omit not to bring, my own Ghil- 
' dren, or God-children, as ſoon as 
| they are about 11 or 12. years old. 
to be Confirmed by the Biſhop ( ha- 
ving firſt taught them their Cate- 
chiſm, and the deſign of Confirma- 
F 3 tion) 
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tion ) For by ſo doing, 1 obey the 
Church, ſhew my own Religious 
care, make ſome good impreſſions 
on the Childrens minds as to Reli- 
gion, and put them in mind of their 
Vow of Baptiſm, and the neceſlity 
of their performing it, and | hope 
I get further a great deal of good 
for the Child. For the Prayers of 
one good man for another are very 
available, and then more, of Per- 
ſons ſo highly Commilſionated by 
God as our Biſhops are,who not on- 
ly Pray for, but alſo are empowered 
to Bleſ in God's name. And I 
have much Reaſon to hope that God 
will hearken to them, and grant | 
what they Pray for, and make good, | 
and fulfil what by their Bleſſing us | 
in God*s name, they give us ground | 
to hope for. 

When the Barns are publiſhed in © 
the Church, or people are Married, 7 
1 am ſo far from making it a matter 
of ſport, as many do, that ic ſtirs 3 
me upto pray. leſling from | 
{ JSTOL UDF) a. - God! 
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God on them; and it at the ſame 
time puts me in mind of my own 
Vow and Promiſe in Marriage, how 
I have performed it; andI make ic 
alſo an occaſion of a freſh engage» 
ment in my ſelf to keep it ſtrictly. 
| | For tho? 1 look not on AMMatrimeny 
8 as a Sacrament, yet | look on it 2s 
' 8 the moſt folema Engagement &a- 

mong men, and Sacred, as being/a 
' # Vow made before God, and wit- 
" & neſſed to before men, and ina caſe 


| 3 ofthe greateſt moment in this Life: 
LE and therefore in all reſpects a pro- 
| BE per occaſion for ſeriouſncſs and de- 
L & vyotion, 

, When thc Sick are mentioned in 
S 8 the Church to be Prayed for, I Pray 
1% for them heartily ( as I would 6- 
thers ſhould pray for me if I were 
in the like caſe ) not abſolutely that 
they ſhould Recover, bur if it be 
God's will, and if it will be moſt 
Z for God's Glory, and for their 
Good; that God will give them 
Patience ard Thankfulncſs, and 
= make 


«t 
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make both their Sickneſs,and Death 
it ſelf, when ever it ſhall happen, 
a real Bleſſing to them. 

And1 make uſe of theſe Prayers 
for the Sick, to be inſtances to my 
ſelf of my own Mortality, and 
Arguments with my ſelf to Prepare 
for Death, which I know 1s appoin- 
ted for all men. And hence I go 
to Y:/it the Sick that are of my Ac- 
quaintance, both to:.Comfort them, 
and give them good Advice, and 
alſo to work upon my ſelf; and I 
apply to my ſelf what I ſay, or I 
hear others to ſay, to them, con» 
cerning their Sickneſs and Death 
and eſpecially when Lam Sick I ſend | 
for the Parſon of my Pariſh to-aſliſt | 
me, ard counſcl me, to Pray for | 
me, and Guide me, and ro put me | 
in mind of ſeveral things in order * 
to my departure hence, which elfe 
I ſhould forget. For always people * 
need molt advice in their own caſes, * 
eſpecially when of ſo great Impor- | 
tance; for they are too apt to be | 
partial, | 
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partial, and favourable to them- 
ſelves. And hence I make no ſcruple 
to Confeſs, if not the particulari- 
ties, yet the general nature of my 
Sins, eſpecially thoſe of-the deep- 
elt dye, and that lye hardeſt on 
my Conſcience. For if 1 be in ear- 
neſt to have ſuch ſins Paxrdon®d, Re- 
ligious Prudence will oblige me to- 
take all poſhble care that I may 
throughly underſtand the ſtate in 
which 1am, and the danger of my 
Condition, and my fureſt method 
in order to a Pardon and Cure; 
and all this I may beſt hope for from 
God's Miniſter, who both loves: 
me, and is moſt likely to judge 
moſt unprejudicedly of me, hatha 


*particular concern in me, and for 


me, and is by God impower?d, and 
enabled to aſſiſt and help me. For 
theſe and the like reaſons, . I thiak 
it not ſufficient to be prayed for in 
the Church when I am Sick, but TL 
deſire frequently to be Viſited, and - 
not'only to Examine my ſelf, /but 

F 4. alſo; 
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alſo to ſubmit to another*s Exami- 
nation and Direction, bur ſtill am 
ſenſible that it is my own repenting 
that is required in order to the Par- 
don of my ſins, elſe his Abſolution 
will ſignihe nothing. 


And all theſe parts of Religious 
ſervice | am ſo far from lighting 
or undervaluing, becauſe they are 
preſcribed, and we commanded to 
uſe theſe words, and no other, that 
I like them much the better. For 
2S far as | can find, ſince Miracles 
ceaſed, there always was a Form of 
Prayer and Service preſcribed, and 
It never was left to every Clergyv- 
man to ſay what Prayers, and uſe 
what Form of Service he pleaſed ; 
much leſs was an extempore Prayer 
to God in Publick ever approved of. 
For beſides the Indecency that will 
often be committed in Extemporary 
Prayers (which ſurely ought ro be 
prevented if we can, when we ad- 
dreſs our [elves to the Infinice j2- 
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ſty of Heaven and Earth in behalf 
of his Church, as well as on the 
concerns of our own Souls)It ſpeaks 
reſpect to God, when we take all 
pollible Care,that nothing but what 
1s well weigh'd be offered to him» 
A preſcribed Form alſo is the only 
way to keep up Uniformity among: 
our ſelves. And ſeeing whatever 13 
fic for us to ask in Publick,is known: 
ſufficiently, why ſhould nor the Ex-® 
preſſions to be uſed on ſuch-occaſj- 


' | ons be defined alſo? If the matter 


| be known, why ſhould not the 


words ?: Beiides that, it is an eaſe 
to my mind, when 1 know before- 
hand what Iam to joyn in: And} 
confeſs there are very few Mens, 


{ with whoſe extempore Prayers | 
would willingly joyn. In extempore: 
Prayers alſo it is too often found, 
! that he that Prays, will of. ea more: 
| expreſs. and' vent his own private 
; thoughts, and paſſions, than the de-- 
} fires, and wants of his Congregati- 
1 on, apd the Church ;. all, waich- are: 


F5 things, 
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things utterly to be avoided in all 
Religious Offices. 

And ſeeing a Preſcribed Form in 
general, is on many Accounts thus 
expedient, or neccſ}ary in Publick : 
I think nothing can be objected a- 
gainſt owr Liturgy, either for the 
matter, Or for the Frame, and Com- 
poſure of it. For it is, for its matter, 
exactly agreeable to Scripture, and 
the Genius of our Religion ; no- 
thing pray*d for, or done, but what 
(as far as we can learn of his will 
by Scripture) is acceptable to that 
great God, whom alone we ſerve, 
and pray to: And for the Compoſure 
of our Liturgy, it is in every thing 
{uch, as Publick Devotions ovght 
to be, and ſoexactly after the an- 
cient pattern, fitted with Reſpon- } 
ſes, Hymns,Prayers,Thankſgivings, | 
Scriptures read, Sermons preached, ? 
Sacraments adminiſtred, and all o» ! 
ther Occaſional Religious Offices | 
performed, that I cannot but ad- © 


mire it : and muſt profeſs mygvon- | 
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der-and aſtoniſhment, that any per-- 
ſons ſhould really either diſlike, or 
ſlight it. | 
But I will not now ſtay to vindi-- 
cate the ſeveral parts of it, from 
the Objections brought againſt it, 
but refer all Men to what the Judi- 
cious Mr. Hooker hath written on 
this Subject, in his Eccleſiaſtical 
Polity. | 
And though our Church hath'not 
defined exactly, znd commanded : 
poſitively what ſhall be done by e- 
very particular Man on either the 
Feaſt, or Faſt-days, yet ſeeing ſhe 
hath ſet apart ſuch days for thoſe : 
purpoſes, I think my ſelf bound to 
have a particular reſpect to them. 
And accordingly 1 make uſe/of* 
the Feaſt-days, not only in joyning 
with the Congregation in the Pray-- 
ers appointed for that day, but alſo: 
in thanking God in private for: all 
Mercies, and particularly for the: 
mercy commemorated , .in ſerving- 
Gow more; that day than —— 4 
and ! 
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and endeavouring particularly. by 
my Charity to do more good, and 
by a prudent demeanour of my ſelf 
to encourage both Thankfulneſs. in 
my ſelf, Friendſhip in the World, 
and Piety towards God. 

The Faſt-days allo I refpeCt with 
ſome kind of denial of my ſelf, as 
to my uſual, and lawful liberty in 
Meart,and Drink; and this without 
aftectation, or making a noiſe, or 
placing Religion in the kind of 
meat and drink. And Faſting be- 
ing in Scripture preſcribed, I can- 
not think it an improper method 
for the ſubduing of ſin in us, And 
ſeeing it is necetlary, and ſuppoſed 
in Scripture, that we Faſt ſome- 
times,all Reaſon and Peaceableneſs, 
as well as Obedience, will eaſily de- 
termine me to that time which. the 
Church ſhall appoint. But ſtil] I take 
care that my Faſting neither put me 
out of humour, nor make me to be 
peeviſh, or conceited in my ſelf, nor 
cenſure other men, leſt I make my 


good 
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good to. be evil-ſpoken of, and ſ0 
loſe the benefit of it. 

In ſhort, Il am ſtrictly Regular ac# 
cording to theRules of the Licurgy, 
and Command of the Church of 
England in her Canons, and I wiſh 
all men were even as 4 and pity 
them that are not, and pray. to 
God, that they that are otherwiſe 
minded, may be- convinced, and fee 
their Errour. I thank. God who 
hath given me ſo good an under- 
ſtanding in my duty,. and hope by 
my ſteddineſs and good temper to 
prevail with others. But yet | for- 
bear judging or condemning all that 
do not exactly as-1 do, or that agree 
not with me in all theſe thin $, 
which though they are not Funda- 
mentals, yet are ſuch things as on 
which the flouriſhing of Religion, 
and the peace of the Church do ye- 
ry much depend. For I conſider 
ſome great prejudices may lie; on 
their miads, which may in time! be 
xemovyed, that they, may be in ſame 
invo* 
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involuntary miſtakes which may be 
corrected; and as1 have an oppor- 
tunity, and as becomes the nature 
of my place inthe world, I will en- 
deavour to correct. But ſtill I do 
not ſo much attend to other Mens 
ſcruples, 2s to be by them deterr?®d 
from my own duty; for our holy 
Religion profeſſed in this Church, 
teacheth me to take care of my own 
Practice, but not raſhly to condemn 
other men. For I can make more 
excuſes for others, than I can for 
my ſelf; and for me to be wanting 
in any part of Service, or Ceremo- 
ny, I may juſtly think may be a 
greater fzult, than for others, who 
perh2ps know not, or mind not ſo 
much the Reaſon, and Conſequence 
of being ſtrictly regular. Artleaſt *® 
| am ſure that their being guilty of & 
a fault, will not excuſe me, if 1 a&t 
the ſame, and every Man ſhall ſtand 
or fall to his own Maſter. And I am 
fire it more becomes an humble and 
pitvate Chriſtian to look after his 
own 


in Public. wan 
own Actions, than to be ſharp in 


ſpying out, or ſevere in cenſuring 
the Carriage of others. 
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|| Reckon the Doctrine taught 

and profeſſed in this Church, 
and the Way and Method of Di- 
vine Service here uſed and practi- 
ſed, to be ſufficient to Salvation, 
and that as there is nothing Come 


- manded that is unlawful, or ſuper- 


luous, the Romaniſts themſelves 
condemning nothing that we teach 
as neceſlary, but owning it all to be 
ſit and good ; ſfoalſol think there 
is nothing wanting, or deficient, 
that there is. no neceſſary or uſeful 
Article of Faith that is not in this. 

+. Church: 
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Church expreſly owned, no Duty 
towards God, or Man, that is not 
according to the Rules of this 
Church taught, and practiſed.. And 
therefore whatever is further urg'd, 


as neceſſary to Salvation, or is re- | 


quired of me-in order to Church- 
Communion, I cannot but think 
either falſe, or unneceſſary. And 
an this ground 1 muſt difown the 
belief of the Infallibility of the Bi- 
ſhop or Church of Rome, or ſubje- 
ction to them, to be neceſſary in 
order to Church-Communion or 
Salvation: Though the Romaniſts 
preſs chis as the firſt thing neceſſa- 
ry. For as to the Pope's Lnfallibi» 
licy, | cannot think that the good 
and wiſe God ſhould either have 
appointed any one Man, or any ſet 
number of men, as an Infallible 
Judge, and Interpreter of his will, 
to whom we mult attend,and obey, 
reſigning up our Judgment and rea- 
{on, and yer never tell us where this 
maps, or number of. men is to be 


found » 
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found ; whereas ſurely this ought 
to have been of all things the moſt 
plainly, and frequently urged in 
Scripture; It ought to have been 
as viſible there, as that God «& One, 
or as that Jeſus is Chriſt. Nay in- 
deed methinks Scripture ſhould 
have told us nothing elſe, but where 
to find this Infallible Judge, and 
how to obey him. For all other 
Precepts, and Rules of Scripture, 
muſt certainly be ſome derogation 
to the Power and Authority of this 
Infallible Guide. 

And ſeeing this Infallibility can- 
not be. made out, nor ſhewn in 
whom it doth reſide. (for even they 
of the Roman Communion cannot a- 
gree where -to place it: and all 
other Chriſt rans utterly diſown it) 
How can it be a neceſſary Point in 
order to Salvation to fubmir to the 
Biſhop of Roxre,or receive, and pra- 
Ctiſe whatever he tells us we ought 
to receive, and prattiſe? For he 
may be miſtaken, as well as other 
men. 
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men. And1 think it is very evyi- 
dent, that unleſs it be on account of 
his Infallibility, we in England owe 
him no more obedience, or ſervice, 
than we owe to any other good and 
Chriſtian Biſhop : Nor do we owe 
him fo much reſpect, as we owe to 
our own Biihop; for it is certain 
that we belong not to his I empo- 
ral, nor to his Eccleſiaſtical Juriſ(- 
diction. 

And till they of the Church of 
Rome , from their own Example 
ſhew us which is this Infallible Judg, 
and what uſe he 1s of, by putting an 
end to their own Diviſions, and 
Controverſies, I ſhall certainly con- Þ 
clude that they do not believe them- F 
ſelves when they ſay, He is ſome- | 
where among them, Or atleaſt, if } 
he be among them, he had as good F 
not have been there, for he is of no \ 
uſe or benefit to them; much leſs 3 
can we believe it neceſſary to Sal- | 
vation to own his Authority and 
Infallibility. Particularly let them 
| make 


» 
$ 
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make the Council of Trent to be 
fully received in France,and its Au- 
thority own*d there (and yet if an 
Infallible Judge| ever pretended to 
appear among them, it was in that 
Council which made 'a new Creed, 
and new Religion : ) But we know 
the Authority of that Council is ut- 
terly diſown'd in France, and no- 
thing approved of as decreed by 
that Council. , Let them, by the 
help of this Infallibility, end, and 
decide all the great and dividing 
Queſtions among their own Mem= 
bers; Let them reſolve.,and fatisfie 
the Quietiſts now at Rome it ſelf, 
Determine the Diſputes between, 
and Reconcile the Jeſuits and Jan» 
ſenifts; we ſhall not elſe think it is 
out of love to us, or to Truth, that 
they tel] us of this Infallibility, but 
for ſome other, and bad Deſigns on 
us, at leaſt I cannot ſee how they 
can expect that we ſhould own and 
acknowledge it. For if they really 
had ſuch an excellent thing among 

| them, 
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them, I do believe that they love 
themſelves ſo well,that they would 
apply it to the Cure of their own 
miſerable Diſſentions and Diviſt- 
ons; 2nd they will never per{wade 
us they have it, till they firſt of all 
uſe it thus towards theraſelves, 
And ifit be not on pretence of 
Infalltbility, that they reckon it 
neceſſary for us-to be in Commnnt- 
'on with the Biſhop of Rome, T can- 
not ſee how they can on any other 
account plead it neceſſary that we 
ſhould be ſubject to him. For I can< 


not think it poſſible that God ſhould ® 
make obedience to any humane Z 


thing, to be the firſt thing neceſſa- 
ry in order to Heaven, efpecially 
a humane Authority diſtint from 
that Regal Authority, under which 


I was born, and to which | owe Sub» * 


jection,according to both St. Peter's 
and St.PauPs Command ; much leſs 
that all the world ſhould be ſubject 
to one man, and much leſs yet that 
this ſhould be, and yet God Al- 
mighty 
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mighty never tell us in Scripture 
where this Univerſal Monarch 
ſhould reſide. And yet they may 
talk what they will, it is not our 
Believing agreeably to true Chri- 
ſtianity, and for the ſaving of our 
Souls, that they would have us ſub- 
mir tothem, and own their nfal- 
libility; it is not out of love to 
Truth, or to us, that they at all 
deſire our Converſion, as they call 
it, bur it is for the love of our mo- 
ney, and that they may domineer 
the more over our Eſtates, and 
Purſes, as well as our Conſcicnces. 
And hence It is that the Conver- 
ſion of England is at this day ſo 
little regarded and Promoted at 
Rome. For the Pope and Cardinals 
are old men, and they ſay, that we 
being very obſtinate, there is no 
hopes that any good ſhould be done. 
with us 1n their days; and if ever 
we ſhould be Converted, we ſhould 
bring no money to them, we ſhall 
not be fleeced in their times, and 

| they 
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they are not much concern'd for 
thoſe that will come after ther, 
They may ſpend money on us, to 
ſend, and maintain men to Con- 
vert us, but they ſhall receive no 
money from us. Thus they argue, 
and talk freely at Rome. And this 
is one, if not the main Reaſon, 
that the Pope and Cardinalsare ſo 
backward, to preſs our Conver- 
ſion, eſpecially when they conſider 
at the ſame time, that the men 
chiefly employed in our Converfion, 
are Jeſuites, of whom even the 
Pope, and all the wiſe 1talians, are 
both afraid, and aſhamed. Nay 
indeed, they wonder at ns, 'of all 
men in the World, that we ſhould 
at all think of embracing that Re- 
Iigion, which they that know it 
beſt; and get 'moſt money by, are 
weary of, and going to throw off ; 
almoſt all the Learned and Ingeni- 
ous Romans, that care for any Re- 
Iigion, being Quietiſts, and con- 
{equently no Admirers of the-exer- 
ciſe 
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ciſe of Religion according to pre- 
ſent Popery. Thus the Wiſe [ta- 
lians think and argue; and yet 
ſurely if there be 1nfallibility in the 
Romiſh Church, it is among them, 
and they are neareſt toit. And if - 
any here plead ( as ſome I know 
have the impudence to do) that 
there-are no Diviſions at Rome Con- 
cerning Quzetiſm, they may as ſoon 
perſwade that they are all Yirtuozes 
there, that there is no Yzce, or that 
the Pope neither is, nor ever was 
there, and [ will undertake to de» 
fend all this too as well as Tranſub- 
ſtantiation. And if there happen 
ſuch another Pope to ſucceed this 
Pope in his Enmity againſt the Je- 
| fuits, I ſee not why the Jeſuits may 
{ Not perſwade the World that the 

true Pope 1s not at Rome, but at 
' Pars, or where they pleaſe. For 
Pars 1s as often called the Seat of 
| St. Peter, and the Infallible Chair, 
as Rome 1s called ſo in the New Te- 
itament ; and 1 believe it is as evi- 
| dent 
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dent from Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory 
that St. Peter fate 25 years Biſhop 
in one City, as in the other. 

And as thus | cannot believe ei- 
ther the Infallibility of the Biſhop 
of Rome to be true, or ſubjeCtion to 
him to be neceſlary to Salvation : 
So nor can I think the other Addi- 
tions that he hath made to the 
Creed, to be parts of true Chriſti- 
anity, much leſs to be neceſſary to 
be believed. 

All the Contradiftions that a 
man can reckon up, perhaps may 
be as Reconcileable, as the doctrine 
of Tranſubſtantiation. And the | 
Chriſtian Religion being by our Sa- 
viour, and the Apoſtles perſwaded, | 
and recommended to our Rea- | 
ſon, it is not poſſible but they | 
mult give us leave to make uſe | 
of our Reaſon in judging of the | 
ſeveral parts of this Religion, For, | 
tho? where we Contemplate on | 
any thing that ertrencheth on In- 
finity, we arc ſenſible our Reaſon 
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is at a loſs, and we ſubmit to Re- * 


velation without more ado ( for fo 
if we Contemplate but on the Ex- 
tenſion of the material World, whe- 
ther it be Infinite, or no; or on the 
Diviſibiliry of matter, whether it 
can be into Infinite parts, orno; or 
of the Ante and Poſt duration of 
the World, or Time, whether 1t 
was poſſible for it to have a Begin- 
ning, or End, or\no ; whether there 
can be an- Infinite Number, or no, 
&c, In all theſe kinds of Quyeſti- 
ons, tho? only concerning Natural 
things, yet we muſt confeſs our Rea- 
ſon .to be puzled ; and ſo what 
concerns the Attributes, and Na- 


; ture of God, if there be any thing 
{ above our Reaſon taught us in $cri- 


pture, it 1s not, the fault of Reli- 


$ gion, but of our own Minds, and 
their Incapacity, that we do not 
+ comprehend it ( it all concerns In- 


hnity, which we are unable to com- 
prehend, or treat of ;') But that 
there ſhould be ſuch Difficulties. 

G and 
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and Contradictions in our Appre- Þ ri 
henſions. of a thing ſo entirely li- | p 
able to our Senles, as a piece of | {i 
Bread is, one would not ſuſpect. t 

Indeed if the Church of Rome had | p 
told us, there are an infinite num- |} r 
ber of parts of matter in that Bread, | j 
we might have yielded to them. | 1 
But for them to. tell us that there | i: 
are an infinite number of Bodies 'of 
Men, and all ſix foot long, in a 
piece of Bread of an Inch long, and 
all this infinite number of Bodies 
18 this one lump, to be but one Bo- 
dy whillt its all together, and all 
theſe Millions of Bodies that are on 
earth, to be not different from, 
but the ſame with one another, and 
with that One Glorifhed Body that 
is in Heaven ; That at the Conſe- 
cration, that Body comes down 
from Heaven, tho? it ſtir not at all; 
That it is Eaten by every one that 
receives the Sacrament, and -yet 
continues to be Eaten by thouſands 
of others ſtill ; That it neither noy- 
riſheth 
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riſheth-as: Lefls; - nor hath any pro- 
perty of -F left» according to them- 
| ſelves, for it may be eaten in Lene, 
that/itis real fleſh tho' no fleſh ap- 
pear, and that there is no. Bread, 
tho? only Bread appear, that when 
it is mauldy, or eaten by Rats and 
Mice, that neicher Bread nor Fleſh 
is mouldy, or eaten by theſe Rats 
and Mice : All theſe, and innume» 
rable more Contradictions are con- 
tained in this Doctrine of Tranſub- 
ftantiation, Beſides that this Do- 
Ctrine, as taught in the Church of 
Rome, is contrary alſoto Scripture, 
which calls it Bread, when ic is ea- 
ten, 1 Cor. It. Let a man examine 
himſelf, and ſo let him eat of that 
brexd, and in many other places. 


- | But now if afcer. all it ſhould be 
true, that Chriſt ſhould be in the 
Sacrament, as the'Papiſts imagine; 
yet our Reaſon, and Senfes ſo fully 
-mforming -us the contrary, and 
our om— no where bid 
wt F* 2 us 


\ 
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vs lay aſide our Reaſon orSenſe: infla! 
this caſe, but our Saviour ' himſelf 
even after his Reſurrection appealF4 
ing to the Reaſon and Senle- offi 
St. Thomas for the verity 'of  highhs 
Fleſh and Bones, we may be ſureY/ 
That he would excuſe our Unbeliefſ 
when we have ſo many Argumentiyv 
againſt it, and nothing for it, buth 
one (ingle expreſſion, which is un 
doubtedly Figurative as tothe Cupt 
for he calls it Cup, inſtead of Winv 
in the Cup; and -we may juſth} 
think it is ſo Figurative as to thi 
Bread, when he calls it his Body 
For the Eaſtern'Nations,- and eſpe-F, 
cially the Fews, 'very much-uſe ſuchF 
Figurative Expreſſions; and our? 
Saviour elſewhere calls himſelf chez 
true Vine, the Way , the Door, 1 
which no man cettainly ever ander-: 
ſtood in aliteral ſenſe} ' But eſps® 
cially the Church of Rome ſo ſtridt-? 
ly requiring the higheſt Divine 
Honours to be paid to that whic 
appears under the form of None: 
an 
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infand Wine: We are infinitely the 
el@noſt. ſafe in paying ic no Divine 
alFHonours, becauſe we have all the 
offfireaſon in the World to believe, it 
hights nothing but Bread and Wine. 
rgAnd if it ſhould be; as the Papilts 
leſfſuppofe, we may | be ſure Chriſt 
ywould excuſe us, if we Worſhip 
utFhim, and Pray to him as in Heaven 
nFſitting at the right-hand of God; 
patho' we tzke no notice of him here, 
=Fwhere, according tothem, he aps 
I;Epears but at beſt zncognito, and hath 
Eno where commanded to be Wor- 
ſhipped as Corporally preſent there. 
ef And God declares himſelf a jealows 
c<h3 God as to his Worſhip; and there» 
urF fore if he ſhould | not be there in 
ex Body, they cannot deny but they 
$ commit flat Idolatry. And yertthe 
s worſhipping of the Hoſt, as they 
© call it, is of all things the moſt 
# ſtrictly enjoyn*d, |and inſiſted on, 
as if there were no danger at all 
ff \giving God's Glory to another, 
and provoking his jealouſie. And 
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yet according tothe Papiſts them 
ſelves, the Eltwation of the Hoſt 
and the Worſhipping of #& by 'th 
people, hath been but Jarely- or 
dained in the Church: of Rome i 
ſelf; andit is not to this day pra 
Ctiſed in'all the Eaſtern Churches 
and the appointing a Feaſt for 
ir, _ the Feaſt of God, and the 
Worlhippirg'it, when carried in 
Proceſlion, or-tb a Sick perſon, 1 
of a later date. 

For the ſame Reaſon allo 1 x 
very ſhy of uſing any mage in Di 
vine Worſhip; For | cannot but 
think that mages were forbidden 
the 7ews in the Second Command- 


merit, 2nd are ferbidden us (till. 
And tho? the Church of Rome prey 


rends that they are Aſliitances to 


Devotion, I cannot but thick themſ 
ro be rather hindrances, and 01-8 
ſtractions. And that a iman mult} 
- be very ſenſual, and immerſed in} 


matter, whom :n Image will afſi 
1a his Apprehenſions of God, or 
make 


] 
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make to be more devoutly affected 
towards him. . 1 am ſure they are 
an inſufferable offence to both Fews 
and Twrks, and make them fo averſe 
to Chriſtianity, that there is no 
hopes of Converting them. And 
yet no man can ſay that the Wor- 
ſhipof them is at all-neceſſary, and 


J all muſt grant they may be intole- 


rably abuſed, as we fnd by the 
Old Teſtament they were, and 
from the practice of the Heathen, 
both of old, and ſtill. And tho? the 
Learned men 1n the Church of Rome 
may have better Notions of things 
yet it is to be feared that the com- 
mon people do perfcrm the ſame. 


& Worſhip to them, that the Hea- 
@ then did to their Images. And if 


the Image only puts people in mind 
of the Perſon, why ſhould the T- 
mage of the Virgin Mary at La- 


retto be more eſteemed, than any 
3 other ? For I cannot fancy it is more 


like the Virgin Mary, who certain- 
ly was no Blackamore. Therefore 
G 4 by. 
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by their running thus to one Image;ÞÞ: 
rather than another, they muſt ne-F/ 
cefſarily think, that there is ſomeP 
Holincſs in the Tmages themſelves, 
ſome Divine Vertue reſident in 
them, which is the notion, in which 
the Heathens looked on, and wor- 
ſhipped their Images : And God 
bip:fclf hath (ſaid, He 1s a Jealows 
God, eſpecially concerning Images, 

in the ſecond Commandment,which 
the Church of Rome is ſo ſenſible of, 
that they ſuffer not their people to 
Read, or Learn that Command- 
pient, lcl[t they ſhould boggle at the 
worſhip of Images. 

Nor Go | tiigk much better of 
the Preyers which they make, and 
the worihip they pay to Saints de- 
p2rted, rhough theſe are not Dead, 
and fenficts, as the Images are. For 
the very praying to them at all 
times, places, and occaſions, argues | 
that they muſt own ſome kind of | 
Omniſcience , and Ommpreſence in 
the Saints. For elle how can the 

Saints 
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aints hear us, where-ever we are ? 
e-And all Religious Prayer being a 
re flpast of Divine Honour, we think: 
5, $t roo much to be aſcribed to a 
inCreature,eſpecially when they pray 
h 
P- 
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to a Saint, not only to Pray for 
them, but co give them all Bleſſings, 
Spiritual, and Temporal, for Pto- 
tection from all Enemies, Ghoſtly, 
s, and Bodily, from 'al} Evils at Sea, 
h Jand Land : By ſo doing they aſcribe 
f fa kind of Omniportency to the Saint 
O allo. 
. 8 And tho? they do grant, that the 
e E Saint gets theſe good things for 
them of God, yet they are behol- 
Fil den to the Saint,| clfe they think, 
1 & God would not have given them., 
- | Ard therefore tho? they own God 
to be the original Author, yet'they 
look on the Saint, as.the iImmediare 
Donor, to whom they are immect- 
g ately, and eſpecially obliged: And' 
@ after all this, they cannot but grant, 
y that there is no neceſſity of praying 
to.8 Selnt, For they can as well at 
G 5 thee 
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the ſame time pray to God himſelf, 
who, they are ſure, hears them, and 
can help them, and who will beſo 
fer from taking it il}, that, he ex- 
pects to be pray'd to by us, and js 
called in the Scripture, the God that 
beareth Prayer, 

But tho? God is ſo willing to be 
pray*d to» by us, yet ſtill there are 
ſome Prayers, which I cannot think 
that he is much pleaſed withall ; 
And that is Prayers for the Dead, 
which are ſo conſtantly offered up, 
and make a conſiderable part of the | 
Devotions of the Church of Rome. 
For whatever Inſtances are found in # 


the Primitive Church of Prayers 7. 
for the Dead, were only either E- *' 


vidences of their Belief of the Souls 
living after Death, which they 
thought proper to Inculcate, and 
by this means to Evidence in a Hea» 
then World; or elſe were Argu- 
ments. of their own abundant Cha- 
rity, and of the Imperfect ſtate as 


to Happineſs, in which they ſup- 
poled 
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poſed the Beſt men to be till the 
General ReſurreCtion ; bur it is e- 
vident, they had no knowledge of. 
thoſe Purgatory | Pains, which are 
now'the only occaſion of the pray- 
ers for the Dead in the;Church of 
Rome. And accordingly they pray'd 
only for the Beſt people, for {uch « f 
whoſe ſalvation and happineſs the e 
was no doubt, as the Virgin Mary, 
and Apoſtles ; which is directly 
contrary to the preſent DoCtrine, 
and practice of. the Church of 


* Rome, | 


And tho? the Ancients, on ſome 
miſtaken Notions, cbncerning [the 
ſtate of the Soul, did ſometimes . 
thus Pray for the Souls of good 
men, yet feldom or never for the. 
Souls of bad men. Nor did they 
make that ill uſe of it, that is now: 
made in the Roman Communion... 
For now-in the Church of Reme,no«- 
* thing is ſo caſily ſecured, 'as Eter-- 
# nal Salvation, the Abſolution of a 
Prielt being ſufficient. for: that. . 

Therexz- 
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Therefore all that any man need | 
fear, is only the Puniſhment of Pur- 
gatory; and to pray for their deli- 
verance thence, 1s half the buſineſs 
of their ſurviving Friends, and-the 
Purchaſe perhaps of half their E- 
ſtares; bur if the Juſtice of God 
would not paſs by, or forgive this 
1emporal Puniſhment, as they call 
it, before the Perſon's Death, and 
whilſt he might amend, and- be 
made better by the uſe of the means 
of Grace, how can we think that | 
God ſhould pardon him now, ſee- Þ 
ing there is no hope of his growing Þ 
better. I cannot indeed fo much © 
wonder that the Church now ſhould © 
be glad to have this Opinion pre- :? 
vail among the people ; But I ad- 7 
mire that the people, or indeed any 7? 
that love Iruth, ſhould rely, or © 
depend on it,eſpecially ſeeing there % 
3s not one word in Scripture to en- | 
courage this Opinion, nor one In- 3 
ſtance of Prayer for the Dead; not F 
apy ſuppoſition of any Fire in. the 
other ? 
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other World, but that which never 


ſball be quenched ; nothing but vehe- 
. ment Exhortations to work while it 


i called to day, before the Night of 
Death comes, when no man can work ; 
altogether another kind of method 
of Salvation, than is now t2ught, 
and practiſed ia the Church. of 
Rome, 

| might alſo inſiſt on many other 
Articles, and ſhew them to be In- 
novations,or Additions to the Faith, 
as of the ſeven Sacraments, Tradi- 
tions, Sacrifice of the aff, Commus- 
nion tn one kind, Indulgences, aſcri- 
bing ſuch vertue to lnſtiturions of 
their own, viz. a Monaſtick Life, 
Holy Water ,| Croſſing themſelves, 


* their Doctrine of Merit, and Su- 


pererogation, of the Pope*s power to 
Depoſe Princes, abſolve Subjetts from 
their Allegiance, which, 1 perſwade 


.my ſelf, St. Peter would never have 


pretended to, of the Jawfulnelſs of 
breaking their Faith with Hereticks, 
and eſpecially, ſeeing they of the 
Church. 
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Church of Rome inſiſt on theſe, as | 
the very Foundation of Religion, 
and will Promiſe you Salvation, if 
you do but own, and profeſs theſe, 


let your Life be what it will be, ac- Þ 
cording to that ſaying of Tertwllian, Þ 


concerning the Hereticks of his 
time, Nunquam facilius proficitur | 
quam in caſtris Rebellium, nbi ipſum 
efſe illic promovers eſt, | 
Bur of all the Points of Popery Þ 
there have been ſo many, and ſo. 
exccllent Diſcourſes of late writ- *® 
ten by the Clergy, eſpecially in and 
about the City of London, that I 
need ſay no more, but refer my 
Reaatr to them. 
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CHAP. VI 
Of Civil Converſation. 


Hough the World be one of 

the Enemies which 1 am war- 

ned of in Scripture; and in my 
Baptiſm renounce and promiſe to 
2 fight againſt, and though the il] cu- 
2 ſtomes and examples in It are too 
ofren a Snare to many ; yet ſtill I 
am taught in the Church of Eng- 
> Jland,that I may lawfully,and ought 
! to converſe init : For as it hath 
| difficulties and temptations toVice, 
= ſoitgives alſo occaſion to exercife 
our Vertues ; and therefore is no 
more evil or dangerous than our 
2 lifeir ſelf here, which is a ſtate of 
3 trial, ig which it isexpacted that 
W.-- we 


—"—"% 


- 
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we muſt do good and ſuffer hard- | 


ſhip in order to an Erernal reward: 
And I cannot think that the wiſe 


and good God, would not only have | 
ſent us into the World; but alſo Þ 
have made ſo many imployments Z 
neceſſary and uſeful in order to our * 
ſubſiſtence hers, if ic had been a | 
ſin to manage thoſe employments, # 
or to converle with thoſe that do. ! 
Thetrcfore I reſt fully aſſured that ? 
what-ever employment is neceſſary *F 
or uſeful in the World, is alſo law- 
ful, and what-ever js lawful may # 
be lawfully managed by my ſelf, or 3 
any other good (Chriſtian. Sr. John *% 
the Baptiſt, the Forerunner of our E 
Saviour , when the Publicans and 
Souldiers Came to ask him what & 
they ſhould do ; doth not bid them ' 


lay down their cmployments, zs 
eſther unlawful, or unfit, or unſafe, 
but gives them good and uſcful 
Rules fitted co their ſeveral caſes, 


but ſuffers- them ſtill to contionne © 


in their. employments ; and yet 


thoſe 1 


1 
q 


4 | argument,that in every one of theſe 
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Y thoſe two e (pv wopwns ſeem 2s 
much to expoſe Men to temptati- 
ons, and to have as much to be ſaid 


; kay them as any: And we find 


z the Apoſties, and particulatly Saint 
| Paul | in his Epiſtles, to give advice 
to Perſons of all kind of conditions, 


and to preſcribe Rules concerning 


he carriage and behaviaur of Huſ- 


s bands and Wives, Parents and Chil- 


8 dren, Maſters and Servants, Magi- 
I frates and Rulers in Church and 
# State,- and both! Superior and Info 
rior, which is to me an undeniable 


2 Relations, one may live as becomes 
| a go0d Chriſtian. 

And particulerly as to Govern- 
ment and Magiſtracy, I am fo far 
Y from thinking it unlawful, that I 


© cſteem it neceſſary, and look on it 


as one of the moſt Sacred things in 


| the World, for it is of God's ap- 


? pointment, and on the ———— 


f of which, the| good of Mankin 


$ Coth much depend. 
And 
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And of all kinds of Government 
I like Monarchy, it being a reſem- 
blance of the higheſt, and the beſt 
fitted for preventing Factions and! 
Diviſions, and for the more regu-# 
lar adminiſtration of affairs, and 
ſeems naturally to derive it ſelf 
from Paternal Authority , or the 
power of Fathers over their Chil- 
dren; every Father of a Family, 
or Patriarch of old time, as Adam, } 
Seth, Noah, Sem, Abram , Facob, 
being a kind of King over their 
Children and Grand-children; and! 
ſo the Nzme of Father is thought | 
at length to have becn changed in- 
to that of King, for ſo we find} 
Kings in Scripture frequently called Þ 
Fathers, and they are always ſup- i | 
poſed to have that ſame care and 
rendernels over their People, as a | 
Father hath for his Children and f 
Family ; and accordingly may ;uſt= | | 
ly challenge the ſame kind of hearty Z 
love and ſervice, and obedience | þ 
from them. 


And | 


Nt 
N- 
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-- Ahd eſpecially 3a this Countrey 
I hold my: felt bound, as far as 1 


can, to ſupport. and maintain the 
Monarchy in all the juſt and anci- 


| ent:Rights of 3t {| for it Is the form 


of Government'that hath been al- 
ways eſtablifhed :and 1n ulſe-here, 
and is in the frame of our Laws and 
Conſticutions fo conſtantly reſpett- 
ed, that its a dreadful danger as 
well as fin to endeavour /any. change 
or alteration of Government. And 
if there be any right on earth,;fure- 
ly Monarchy hath right with us; 
and hath at leaſt as good a title to 
all its Powers, Rights and Privi- 
ledges, 8s any| of its Subjects can 
haveto their Honours, Properties 
'and Eſtates. And | think my ſelf 
bound to do what I can to maintain 
this Monarchy |in its true Line and 
Succeſſion ;. the Monarchy of Eng- 
land being always eſtcemed as 
truly an Hereditary and Succeſſive 
a Monarchy as any in the world; 
the Crown deſcending from Fa=. 

. thers 
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thers 'to Children whether | Mzles 
or Females, not liable to be dif- 
poſed , alienated or ſold, nor de- 
pending on any election, choice or 
approbation of the People 11and-ac+ * 
cording to this method ourprcſent Þ 
Kingenjoys the Crown, who hath, 
as | believe the trueſt and molt an- 
cient right to his Crowns that any 
King in the known parts of the 
World hath: for tho? the Succelli+ 
on hath had ſometimes interrupti- 
on$yand the Crown hath been vios 
lently feized on, yet ſtill the right F 
to Succeſſion was then generally | 
owned, and the interruptions were 
afterwards cenſur'd as Uſurpati- 
ons, and whatever irregularities 
there were ſomertmes for a while, 


yet *t laſt the ſtream did return in- 


to its true channel, and the Mos« 
narchy became fo ſerled by the 
good providence of God, that as 
far as Hiſtory can inform us, our 
preſent King is Heir both of the 
Saxon, Norman and Scottiſh lines. 
And 


AY 
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And our Kings being both by the 
Laws of God, and alſo by the Laws 


of our Land, ſuppoſed to look on 
themſelves towards their Subjects, 


Z not as Maſters towards their Slaves, 


but as Parents towards their Chil- 
dren, and to deal wich them ac- 
cordingly : I take care therefore 
alſo to pay him the ſame kind of 
true filial obedience, ſervice and 
ſubmiſſion as to a Parent : to Pray 
for him, and wiſh him well, to be 
tender of his Honour, and careful 
of his Good, neither to wrong 
him my ſelf, nor ſuffer others to 
wrong him,as far as is in my power, 
to look on him as one ſet over us by 
God for good, and to reſpect him 


* Conſcientiouſly on this account : 


And this I look on as a better foun- 
dation for true Loyalty and Obe- 
Clence,than fear. For that Prince 
that only deſigns to terrifie his Sub- 
jects and keep them in awe, hath 
+but a very uncertain hold of his 


And 


people. 


—C— 
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And as thus Government is -ne- 
cellary in the world, and Monarchy 
is lawfully eltabliſhed among us, fe 
fora man to have. a ſhare: of-thi 
Government, and to be ſubfervient 
tothe Monarchy,is not only lawf 
but for him to diſcharge it well, it 
is exceeding commendable, he 
thereby will purchaſe a bleſſing to 
himſelf from God, and be a pub- 
lick bleſſing to the World. © And 
am not aſhamed of the meanneſs of 
my place and rank whatever it is} 
for in every Government or Body 
of men that live together, there 
mult- needs be a great variety of! 
Employments, ſome higher ſome! 
lower, ſome more ſome leſs ho- | 
nourable, yet the meaneſt if honeſt, | 
are both uſeful for the good of the | 
whole, and may be lawfully:ima- 
naged- by a:/Chriſtian,  And-tho''ll * 


- will notthruſt my ſelf into anather 


mans offce- and buſineſs, that: be- 
ing the certain cauſe of diſorder 


and confuſion, nor am I very. for- 


ward 
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Ward to ſolicit or fue for any pub- 
k employment; for I conſider 
e weight and moment of ir, for 
Which l muſt give an account both 
® God and the Publick, and it 1s 
LgÞflible that by my having this 
ace-I may exclude another that 
heFill manage it better : yet when [ 
; ton lawfully called or appointed to 
ub-Wy place, I refuſe it not, know- 
1d | Þg that ſome body muſt have all 
| offfheſe places,- and tho? I am not ſo 
53} ety own abilities, yer I am 
dy & ſure of my own integrity and de- 
ere Fre'to do: good, as any can be: 
of nd I am ſenſible that integrity goes 
me | ma way towards the Uiſcharge 

gf my truſt : but I do not by rea- 
It, 'Þn of trouble or charge avoid any 
he "@ffice eyen in my own Pariſh; for 
a- By every one of theſe | ſerve God, 
of Jnd my Neighbours, the Church 
er QgndState, anda little pains or mo- 
e- Dey laid out in ſo good a cauſe, is a 
Kreat gain. If the place that I have 
$c honourable or beneficial, I look 
aort 
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not ſo much at the profit or honour 
of it, as at the truſt repoſed in me, 
' and the opportunity that I have by 
is.of doing good; and to ſtir up 
my ſelf ro a careful management of 
the truſt I have, I conlider' that 
both God and Man will expeCt thar 
whilſt lam in this place, I ſhotId 
be more uſeful in the World than 
other men, orelſe my account will 
be ſad at the laſt day. And this con- 
Gderation will have anather good 
effect on me, it will make me alſo 
more willing to leave or part with 


- * this place tho? very beneficial ; to 


be ſure, it willmake me keep it no 
longer than I can with honour, and 
a ſate and good Conſcience. 

And by my doing my Duty ho- 
neſtly and diſcreetly, tho* but in'an 
 inferiour place, perhaps I may ſtop 
a gap, by which miſchief might 
come to the Publick; I may en- 
courage my Inferiours, ſhame my 
Superiours, if they are remiſs, 
and give a good example to all, 
and 
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and this is of manifold a6ApIAge 
tothe Publick.. 

{And (© if | have any Vote or in- 
tereſt forthe choice of a Member in 
Parliament, or any publick Mini- 
ſer or Officer, or the diſpoſal of 
any employmenc in-which the Pub- . 

is concern'd, I do-nothing for: 
favour or friendſhips I regard not; 
any kind of Intereſt -or' obligation 
of my; own ; for I always think 
that regard is firſt to be had tothe 
Publick and the good of it: and 
therefore 1 employ: my pains and 
intereſt, for ſuch as I verily, believe, 
are fitteſt for it in themſelves, anc! 
will-do moſt good' to the Publick, - * 
both as ro Church and State : for 1 
hold-it highly unreaſonable that 
any kind of Publick Office or em» 
ployment, ſhould; be. beſtowed as 
2 reward--for former Seryices. or 
kindnefles to my felf, for by, ſuch 
kind of tranſaftions, 1 plaialy ſell 
the Pubiick to pay my own private 
debts and obligations. 
H Next | 
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Next to the publick, I ceckon my 
ſelf eſpecially - concerned for 'my 
own Family, they | being: fo parti- 
cularly committed to -my charge, 
that I only am accountable 
them. | 

My Wife I not only take care of; 
but-ſhew all reſpect and:kindneſs:te 
her, as to my beſt and deareſt friend 
in the World, for ſo by my marry- 
ing her, I took and own'd her, and 
in the Church before God and the 
Congregation, 1 promiſed I woutd 
Fo carry ny ſelf towards her, and 1 
ean- never expect the bleſſings 


4a UR___ - _ << << 2a —- = > 
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God, if 1 break a vow ſo ſolemnly} 


made before God, and in ſo great 2 
Caſe. And to put my ſelf the more 
effetually in mind of this, I often 


$ a a 


read over the Office of Matrimony, | 


to ſtir up my ſelf to-a ſtrilt obſer- 


vance of my Vow there, and: tof-. 


prevent my varying from ir. - 
If I have a Father or Mother 6+ 


live, I not only pay them all-poſ-J.- 


_ ſible reſpeRt and obſervance,-butſ 


gl\ 
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give them all kind of aid and fap- 
port that I am able, as to every 
occalipn, as being both commanded 
foro: do by God, and alſo in grati- 
tude for what they have done for 
me; and further,as an engagement 
pw my own Children to ſhew the 
fame duty to their Mother and me; 
when we ſhall be old. 

{To my Children I ſhew the ſame 
tenderneſs, as to my Wife, and 


give them, as 1 am able, ſuch edu--' 


cation and inſtruction, as may keep 
them tridtly vertuous and Regs 
ous,” and make them uſeful to 


\World,as well as dutiful, and com- 


forts tomy Wite-and my felf,, and 
I take care ſoto bring them up, and 
place them in order to their future 
fabſiſtence, that they may have ſome 
honeſt and induſtrious way of em- 


0: plying their time,and maintaining 


themſelves : Eſpecial regard being 
had'to ſuch a way of living, as, I 


- think, will be beſt for their Souls 


- 


good. For 1 am nor at all follici- 


H 2 ous 
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tous to leave them a great Eſtate 
bur only ſuch a Portion as ſhall be 
an aſſiſtance and incouragement to 
their vertue, to their diligence, and 
induſtry; but not a maintatnance 
for their vanity, ard incentive t© 
their Luxury ; for that may be'*a 
Snare, rather than a Bleſlmg*t6 
them. " 

If I have Brothers and Siſters 
though living far diltant from me, 
yet | have a very particular con- 
cern for them, as being naturzlYy 
Parts of the ſame Family with my 
ſelf, arid are therefore in an eſpe» 
cial manner the objeQs of my love, 
and of my care, and though | have 
no direct authority over them, yet 
I muſt never be wanting in good ad- 
vice and admonition to them ;” and 
yet toall People of a good temper, 
advice and counſel, will go as fax 
as commands or threatnings, eſpts 
cially if it be given with that tens 
derneſs and affeftion, which is'dtit 
to perſons ſo nearly related to me: 


Y 
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My Seryants 1 treat: with ſuch 
gentleneſs 'and kindneſs, as may 
make.them thankful ro God, cheat» 
ful. in: their condition. as well as 
willingly ſerviceable and faithfulro 
me ;3 for I look on them as Bre- 
thren, both by nature, and the Go- 
ſpel, and that we are all Servants 
alikeito the great. Lord of all, and 
there is no reſpect of Perſons with 
him... And he having committed 
theſe Servants to my truſt , I not 
oply-take care for their food and 
tamfortable ſubſiſtance here , [but 
eſpccially/for their inſtruCtion, and 
the good of their Souls bereafrer, 
And therefore | not only frequently 
ia diſcourſe teach them their duty 
to. God, and exhort then tothe 
pratice of it, bur alſo 1 take no- 
tice how they come to the Publick 
Service, eſpecially on Sundays, and 
Family- prayers cvery day, and abs 
ways allot them ſome time every 
day,at lealt a quarter of an Hour, 
Morning and Evening, for their 
H 3 private 


150 Of Civil Converſation. 


private Devotions, which I reach} " 
them to uſe out of the Whole Path + 
of Man, or Dr. Patrick's Dtvotrov6,}. 
and I reckon it a great fault inMa+$- 
ſters or Miſtreſſes, fo to hurry, a 
perpetually to employ their Sef- 
vants, as not to allow them any}. 
time for the Service of God in pri-J 
vate. But then this time that I thibs 
allow them for their private Deve- 
tions, | make as ſure as I can-that 
they thus ſpend ir, and not in idIk& 
neſs, or talk with one another; 
To all my Family in general 
make my ſelf as eafie as I can,” be- 
Ing not difficult to be pleaſed, and 
ready to forgive any flight neglect 
or fanle, for I am ſenſible of any 
own'infirmitics and favlts, eſpeti- 
ally againſt God, on the corifidera- 
 Ttionof which only, Ithink my'felf 
+ bound to he mild towards othets 
* offending me; their offences agaimit 
© me, being againſt fewer'and leſſtr 
F _ obligations, than mine are -agahiſt 
+ CGod, andI-praying to God ſo often 
Lands every 
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every day only to forgive me my 
arepaſſer,as 1 forgiue them that tre- 
thof againſt me. 

As 1: contract not friendſhip or 
extraordinary familiarity with any 
bad man, or ill affected to Church 
or State, both for the ſake of my 
own reputation, and my own ſafe- 
ty (an intimate acquaintance with 
a bad man, refletting always on his 
Companions, and Vice is always 
very infectious)ſo when I do chooſe 
a Friend, and profeſs any kindneſs 
extracrdinary, I am not only real 
and fincere in my friendſhip with» 
out deſign or tricks, but make it a 
part of my ſtudy and boſineſs,; that 
my friend may be the better for me. 
If 1 fee any thing fit for him to do, 
Iput him in mind of jr, and adyiſe 
him- friendly; if 1 ſee him do any 
4bing amiſs, I admoniſh him alſo, 
-and as kindly reprove him, which 
-1s no other than what I would have 
him do to me : If I can afliſt himrin*+ 
any-buſigeſs, I do it willingly and* 
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readily,” and am not [pagmy of my 
trouble or ordinary charge tori 
| reckoning it as one ot the worlt 
properties of men, who ſometimes 
fo love 'their own eaſe,. that: 3hty 
will not ſo much as ſtir our of : thejr 
Seat, to do another the*-greareſt 
kiadgeſs. And though 1 am (thus 
ready to help and afſilt'my Friend; 
yet 1 take care always to perform 
more than 1 promiſe, .or put himjn 
hopes of, or to promiſe leſs:thand 
deſign to perform, for I conſiders 
the way of the Would and temper 
of men, that :licir hopes and expe 
Qtations do generally out-run thetr 
reaſons what they hive; bur the 
leaſt encouragement given. to hqpe; 
for, they in their thoughts. mak8- 
themſclves ſure of, and -therefqre 
by my Going mote than bifay ſar 
my Friend, or promiſing 'teſg\rhafg+ 
Lintend; 1 both provide agaialt &þ{p 
appoin:ment which. may. .polliþlgg 
hapnen,. keep him more ar eaſe agds 
reſt, and-ycr ſhew my friendſhip 
JUIRT + tO 
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to him as much. And the carriage * 
which I 'bave thus expreſſed, I ue 


bra: my Friends, or ſuch'is 1 
frooſe our of the World, for a 


mote intimate familiaricy, I uſe js 


No towards niy 'Kinsfolk and Rela- 


trons, 'whom' God hath as it were 
recommended to my Friendſhip and 
Kequainrance, by making them [o- 
by nature allied to me. 

"Towards all ny Neighbours,that 
tive in the ſame Pariſh or Town 
with me, of what rank or quality 
foever they are, and indeed to all 
that are not only Chriſtians in ge- 
neral, bur Members of the ſame 
Church and Nation with my ſelf, T 
take care to diſcharge all the Offi 
ces of Juſtice, Charity and Kindnef, 
that the Goſpel requires of one man 
to another. And accordingly I not 
only do:them no- wrang, by toKing, > 
from them by ſtealttr or oppreſſion, 
by cheating or over-reaching ,. by. 
flahder or backÞiring z. but Tam 
Ne to give them. whatever By 


| Hs 
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any kind of right belongs to them! 
Hefhce I make as much conlcience} 
to pay my debts, or what T jultl W 
owe to another, as I do rot'to robW4 
him, or ſteal from him- As to Chi 
fity, I coritent net my ſelf witligi4! 
ying only what 1 am rated, and fol 
forced to pay to the Poor-z buty 
ive alſoconſiderably as a free- will! 
Offering of my own, according ag' 
I find any more than ordinary preſ4! 
ſivg occaſion,"(and ſuch will fe dorhi'4 
be wanting long to a Man' that &gn-J- 
verſeth in the World, and hatlf af 
mind to do good) and althonghtthel 
meaſure of Charity is not defined}! 
in' Scripture, yet I conſider that thel 
Lime were obliged to give-near af 
th part of their yearly mcome tol' 
the Prieſts and Levites, and” the 
poor : And I am ſute that the ge-j 
neral fault of. Men, is, that they 
pive too little, and therefore will 
#0 a ſtep further than ordinayF4ll 
and Tcatcely any Man gives enough 
that doth only give what is" þe 
; . tectly 


Of Civil Converſation. 1550 
ni fetly ſuperfluous to him, what he 
ceddoth not: at all feel, and therefore 
Hytican foarcely think 1 give as much - 
obles 1 ought, unleſs 1 do at leaſt fome- 
what abridge my felf by my Cha- 
4 rity; By ſuch rules as theſe I govern 
my. Charity, and by ſuch Motives- 
witend Conſiderations, . 1 ſtir up my 
Anfelf toric. 
ag: And though-only a feiy perhaps: 
iC4need 'my Charity, yer'l may and db. 
alexerciſe Kindneſs towards all, the 
8-1 Apeſtle commanding us not only to 
af be:juſt and charitable, but to be pi- 
heliifal and courteous 3 tobe far from: 
eqaJthe temper and \practice of ſome, 
hel who love to-provoke- and inflame, . 
al for Ieſteem icimy duty, as-far as6T: 
zL1can,to be civil-and obliging to all; 
hel according:to'the Apoſtles advice, 
e-j for every\man to pleuſe bis Brother 
yl $0-edification - For. this ' not: only. 
jj8 raders Mens'lives more happy-id! 
#1 ihemſelves,bur alfoconduceth auch: 
t6:the; peace of /the, World : : And: 
when men azc.in good icmppr; uhep; 


ry: 
lyy #4 aree _ 
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are better prepared, and nore' ea 
fly won over to aby good, and not 
ſo liable to any Temptations of 
the Dev]. » 

Toall men, and on all occsf oO 
I praQtiſe ſincerity, and hate de 
ccir, and tho? I know it not necefſa 
ry for me to tell every man-all that 
I know or think; yer I will eve 
tell any man contrary to; what | 
know, or think: far | reckon!that 
falſeneſs and deceitfulne ſs is the 
laſt thing to be pardon'd- by +Goe 
or man; and they that deceive 0» 
thers, it isjuſt with God that thiey 
be deceived themſelves; -and-i1 
ſeldom fails, but that: God takes 
ſuch people in their own craftye 
nefs. 

Tho? 1 know that our Law doth 
allow Suits for fmall- thivgs, and 
that if a man wil, he. may. be trous 
blefome ta his Neighbours'on-many 
, occaſſions which will dayly happen; 
and which are pethaps-juſt:prove- 


cations, at leaſt accordipgrio tthe 
4 cuſltam 
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cuſtoneof the warld ; yer I reckon 
my {elf bound to bear with many 
tbivgs, pnd-not to take every ad- 
vantage--againlt my Neighbour, 

hich the Law may. bear ame our 

;-for Lam ſenſible rhat Humane 
Laws do allow of many things 
that axe not, very becoming of. a 
Chriſtian, Nay, even if.1 be de- 
famed and ſpoken ill of ( tho? no» 
thing is dearer to.a man, than, his 


reputation ) if 1 know my ſelf in- 


nocent, 1 will take all prudent and 


Chriſtian ways to clear my ſelf ,, 


yebI will not let every paſſionate 
expreſhog againſt me, be. the oc+ 


cafion of quarrel, bur, rather, pity 


the-infixmities. of ,humane nature, 


4han- highly reſent ſuch mifunder» 


ſtandings and offences that are t2= 
ken,.tho*unjuſtly ar me; and Iam 


fare: that by my thus beari pa» ; 
viently an-unzult aiprriion, 1 ſhall 
mot only pleaſe. "2 


-eyen on 1Þy. enemies, who aſſured» / 
\ ly. will ſce-kheis/ errors and To 3c5 |» 
— _ BS" "4 of Cor 
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cording to Rom. 12. 1 ſhall over« 
come evil with good. 

What Eſtate T have, 1 abvayk 
reckon that ic is not given-me ons 
ly for my own uſe, and to 'enjoft 
my ſelf with, but eſpecially to-do 
good-to private and publick occa- 
fions. - And therefore, as -on- this 
conſideration, I mult not ſpend-it 
all on my felf'; ſoalfo in prudence 
(rho? Labhorr covetouſneſs as mucly 
as prodigality, ) yet I reckon I 
ought to live always below my+-1n« 
come, tho? not niggardly, and-f6' 
I- —_— ſome proviton and allows 
ance for extraordinary caſes and 
Ehatges, that will frequently hap- 

.” And in ordet to my fall c6tt- 
tent of 'migd, and to prevent my, 
afrng any unjuſt 'or unfit ways of. 

hing my felf z in the firſt plac 
[ajpke my buſinols ſo to remalogh 
—— + ro defire, and'miy 
RUNS fivinganthe world, as rot: 
to ware HoreatVſdite-oe large: lit: 
come : and eheo/I-have reaton 164 


hope, | 
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hope, that if God ſhould give me 
more, I ſhould be. both more mo- 
derE inch vſe of it, ahd employ 
it better thagelle 1 ſhould do. And 
however” ſcahty- my fortune, or 
mean my ſtation in the world is, 
(ifl/am not Gafully acceſſory of 
bringing my felf into this condi- 
tion ) I am not at all aſhamed of ir, 
for poverty is no fault or occaſion of 
ſhame ; bur I reckon that 1 may both 
be in the favour of God, and alfo. 
benefit' the world, if I diſcharge it 
honeſtly and diſcreetly. Bur the 
more I receive from God, balways- 
refle&t how much more thankful to 
God, . better in my ſelf, and ufefub 
in the world, ought I to be than os 
ther men : and whether my Eſtare 

mcreafeor decreafe, or be more 
leſs (unleſs by my own Fault ) | 
wyog eays this conſideration be- 
my eyes, that the leſs I haves 
the leſs 1 muſt certainly give an 
account of, and this 1 am ſure is the: 
teveſt ground of contentment n+ { * 
every. 


| 
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every condition, As to the em- 
ployment of my Time z'1 reckon it F' 
a great part of Prudence, 2nd much 
couducing to the happinefs of nfe, 
ſo to accultom my (ef, that LIORk | 
always have ſomewhat to do, that 
I may have ſome. way of ſpending 
my time by my (clf, with uſefat- 
neſs and ſatisfattion. ps 
And I not being obliged and 
forced to work all day long, as days 
labourers, and many Farmers a 
Artiſicers are, but having forme | 
time to ſpare, from the exerci 
of Devotion in publick or private; 
the buſineſs of my calling, and'rhie 
Charicable athces that I have mens 
tioned already; | take care to em» 
ploy it as well and uſefully as T can 
for others and my ſelf, "Time'be- 
tfig a. T-lent which God hath n+ 
fruſted-is with, andfor the ſpends 
ingot which we nwſt one day' be 
talled io a ſtrit account. A 
beſides this Religions cofiſidera2** 
tion, I ceckon it is one of the, mee. 
; Fas. 2 


. 
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wiſecable and unhappy conditions 
19the world; for.a.man ito live ſo, 
as that his time is a burden to him 3 
20g yet-it-is the want of having 
ſome oſeful and handſome way of 
employing his time, that makes a 

encleman ſometimes the moſt:mi- 
ſerable creature in the world;:and 
h&Qnly uſeleſs part of God*s Crea- 

ans f the time of year, or wea- 
thery or his health be ſuch that he 
crahnoc Hawk or Hunt, he 18-uns 
lone; and therefore is almoſt farc?d 
9the pitiful ſhift of Dripkings to 
pals away time, | tho' tothe Joſs of 
b1s Time, the abuſe of bis Reaſon, 
and the--prejudice of his Healthy 
and Eſtate. Now that-I may ne- 
verbe at ſuch a ſad loſs, as that my-' 
Time ſhould hang on my hands, bur 
bas Lmay be able to ſpend a- rainy 


rl Jaz at home Soberly and to 'Say 


ig&Qion :. and | tho? I make” no 


:Ypargot Learning my Trade or Bus 


nels, ot inure my ſelf ro ſome. | 


kingks ſtudy, as beiog ſenſible 
that, 
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Thar all Knowledge and Learning, 
is improving of a man's mind; [18a 
very proper imployment for a man's 
time, and will generally be'of real 
uſe and advantage in Life. | 
. -And firſt, a Knowledge of-;our 
Religion, both as Chriſtians in ge» 
neral, and as it ſtands diſtinguiſhed 
from other kinds of Chriſtian Re- 
ligion in the world, 1s very ne- 
ceſſary. For ſeeing the Salvation 
of my ſoul depends on ir, ſurely4 
may well allow it ſome ſharenfamy 
time and ſtudy. And true Rel 
gion being the will of God, it eves 
ry way deſerves my thought and 
contemplation, and by my under» 
ſtanding my own Religion well, 
I ſhall by the bleſſing of God, keep 
my ſelf more ſteddily from: being 
feduced into any ill opinion or pta- 
(tice. KW if tro 

After Religion, the Laws of:our 
ownCountry ought to be known-3nd 
ſtudied by me, and every maniFor 
I ſhall often have occafion- fora 
know- 
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knowledge in the Laws. \. If 1 bea 
Jaſtice-of Peace, or if I be a High» 
Conſtable, Perty-Conſtable, or in 
«fy Office Civil or Military; or if 
| be but empannel'd on a Jury, a 
competent knowledge in the Law 
neceſſary thar I may underitand 
how far niy power goes, what my 
place or office allows or requires, 
what'is expected of me, and; what 
hor; and this cannot be throughly 
known without reading and ſtudys» 
Iig-che' Law : Beſides by a: little 
knowledge of the Laws1' ſhall be 
dbfe perhaps ſometimes to make vp 
and compoſe differences among my 
Neighbours, prevent Suirs at Law, 
arg} conſequently the rnine of Fa» 
tiiffies; and breach of Friendſhip. 

3' Beſhdes rheſe parts of Learning 
which 'are ſo neceſſary, b exerciſe 
my felf in others, which I eſteem 
proper - diverſions, commendable 
w#tompliſhments, and which have 
their uſes alſo in life-ych as are 
Hiſtory and Chronology, both In 
1094 the 
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L bil 
the World in general, and alſo-off 
our own and neighbour Nations inf, 
particular z together with.'the de+J; 
ſcription and Geography of them, - 
For ſome knowledge of this: kind}, 
is. neceſlary even in order. to dif; 
courſe, and for the underſtagdingÞ; 
but the common news and relations} 
of tranſactions in the, world. Fheref, 
is 00 part of thoſe Sciences, whichlq 
they call Mathematical, but.is bathl, 
uſeful and pleaſant , / impraving F 
and fining a Man's - Reaſon,. andlly 
{erving to-many - occaſjions'of; Lite gf; 
ſuch-ag are Geometry, Arathbmets 
Aſtronomy , «Navigation, Su,veyn 
ing, Avchitetture, . Fortification 
Avrt- Military, all Natural at 
Experimental Philoſophy and. be- 
ſides theſe, by a man's underſtand- 
ing the, Anatomy of his own body, 
by. his havicg ſome knowledge of 
Herbs, ſom: $kill in- the general 
grounds of Phyſick.; he may be. 
ſometimes helpful to his, poor 
Neighbour, when a Phyſician isnot 

near , 


© row 
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ear, and may be able'at laſt to 
piſs @ -better judgment on his 
owny or His Childrens and Fami- 
erFics diſtemper. Theſe and other 
Uvety uſcful parts of Learning there 
hare, ſifficicat to take up a' man's 
'TJLife, and there are good Books of 
'SJall theſe Sciences in the Engliſh 
Tongue, and eafie to be had and 
SIwhich 1 can either learn by my 
ſelf, orcIfe with the direction and 
BI aſſiſtance of the Parſon of my Pa- \ 
BIfi/h, or ſome other Learned Neigh- 
*Ibour.- And. 1 cannot but reckon 
p that man'very ſtopid, that hath ſuch 
a field of Knowledge before him, 
MJand yer knows not how to ſpend 
j his time, and tho? | ſhould perhaps 
*Ihave no great edge to any of theſe 
*Iparts of Learning at firſt, yer ler 
Ine” bur try them a while, and I 
*I ſhall certainly find them the great» 
eft diverſion,” and the moſt plea- 
| fayt way of paſſing time that can 
be”; afid ſuch a connexion is there 
among them, that "if 1. do. but 
| mind 
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mind any one Science or part; of 
Learning wich an appetite! 4'ſhall 
inſenſibly be drawn on to) others, 
and find them neceſſary. And all 
theſe Sciences have both the,g«+ 
neral uſcs, to inform one igne* 
rance, and prevent our being deceis 
ved and impoſed on; torehae and 
improve our reaſon, to ſatisfie and 
inlarge our minds, and fit us/for 
Difcourſe and Converſation. And 
alſo their particalar uſes, as ap+ 
ply'd ro the ſeveral caſes iof-Life 
tro which they relate. - And; my 
having theſe ſo innocentand-cont- 
mendable ways of ſpending'imy 
time, will beſides, have many ad- 
vantages; it will keep my- mind 
buſie and employ*'d, and- even 
make me contented z- 1' ſhal-nor 
have that unealineſs of mind; that 
sn idle -man hath, nor fall into 
thoſe temptations to which Jdlie- 
neſs  expoſleth men. © I ſhalbrbe 
fome way uſcful to 'my Neigh- 
bour and the Worldz! adorn and 
- Cul- 


—- VT wry mow yvy ., + 004 co ww —_ my, 


"' Of Civil Converſation; 1673 _ 


cultivate my mind, and thereby 
ſe my ſelf ſo much the farther 
above the "Beaſts, Avoid many 
of thoſe Errours and abſurdi- 
tics} © which want of knowledge 


in" theſe Sciences ofcen betrays 


men: I ſhall hereby be more - fic- 


ted for any kind of Publick Ems 
ployment, Civil or Milicacy : Aur | 
I think it may go for a rule, Thar 
there is no part of good Learning, 
but a Man will ſometime have oc- 
caſion for, and find uſeful, let his 
Employment or Quality be what- 
ever It will. 

But befides this way of employ- 
ing of time in Reading and Study, 
it is confeſſed, that it will be nece{- 
fary alſo, for a Man to be ſome- 
timesin Company, when he viſits, or 
is viſited, or is obliged to meet o- 
ther Men on any publick or private 
affair or buſineſs. And tho' theſe 
meetings do too often become a 


-Snare, and draw Men into exceſs 
2of Wine, Paſſion, &c. which there- 


fore 


168 Of Civil Converſation.” 
fore as we are Chriſtians; apa 1 
Souls. to be:ſaved, we mult. 

* againſt 2. Yet it cannot. be: denied 
but that as being in me Ant 
converſing with others, is necellpry 
in the World, ſo. it hath greatiar 
manifold advantages ; : reacanl 
Mens tempers, and . makes...ttieu 
able, it reduceth the rules of Re; 
gion and prudence into. act 4.it 
cures the mind of that ſowerneks 
or conceitedneſs, to which a;yery 
retired and Monkiſh. perſon is-£ 
much . expoſed, 2cquaintance . an: 
friendſhip is kept up by it, beck 
private and publick affairs are con- 
certed, and much good done many 
ways. But then I take care what. 
can, to prevent or.avold the evils, 
into: which keeping company-ofren 
draws;men. Avnd therefore; if d 
heat: 2 rath word ſpoken;»thay 
-againlt my felt, I do. not preſen, Y 
blow it up intoa quarrel, .hut 
dently paſs it by, as ſuppoliog, 48; 
-not the ſecled thoughts of Gy + 
4 at 
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Weithat-ſpake it; 1 examite my ſelf, 
what occaſion I have given for ſuch 
WEfpeeches; if 1 find I have done any 
Ndithing amiſs, I modeſtly own it, and 
rif I-haye wronged him, I am not 


Mgaſhamed-'to acknowledge it , and 
ru beg his pardon : But if 1 find | am 
Wianocent, I doubt not but that he 
ill in a ſhort time ſee his error, 
and -be aſhamed of himſelf, and 

5] therefore he need not be ſeverely 
JI tebuked by me. | believe noteaſily 
yg it ſtories told of others, nor love 
to-hear them, nor incourage the 
tellers. of them ;, what Mens com- 

| pany | do not like, 1 neither pab- 
ickly affront them, nor complain 

of them, but either bear it pati- 
ently ( if it be ſuch a company, as 

I am obliged to be in) and fo it 
will %"Þ and inure me to get q 
conqueſt, over ' my paſſions, oc eclie 

I wholly abſtain from ir; bug even 
this I do! without making a noile ; 

or being taken notice of, as ayaid- 
iog fuch a Man's cOMpany- DF 
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1f T hear ſwearing or profaneneſs, 


obſcenity or backbiting, I take they: 


liberty ſome way or other' to ſhe 


i 


my diſlike” of it; it before my Siu 
periours, with'a religious modeſty jF 


if among my equals, with freedom 


if among my Inferiours, with ſome}, 


kind of Authority ; for all profane 
and obſcene diſcourſe, and refle&t- 
ing on others, 'is really an affront 
and _ every Man : For &- 
very Man hath a right in Religio: 
and good manners, and ovght to {; 


them vindieated-; and' as a Mart 


fhouldmot ſuffer his Friend or Re- 


Htion 'to-be' abuſed and fpoken ill 


of unjoſtly, without fome way ap- 
pearing in his defence : So onght 
every Man to endeayour to vindi- 
cate' Religion and good manners, 
according to the fhature of the place 
M- which he'isy 89d the aby 
with which he doth'converſe.” * 
On this ground alfo' Frhdke i 


parr' of ty buſmeſs, when I am i 


company; as often ast haye oppor- 
unity, 


— _—_— 
Me 


h 
ls 
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ity, to. prevent miſunderſtand- 
0 and to compoſe differences 


among. men ; And whatever. I heac 
that. may ravoke, Men againſt one 


another, 1 hole divulge +, D8k en 
deavour by all means &, ſuppreſs, 


and ſo os for the bleſling . 0 


a Peace-maker, Mart. 5.1 always 
ake the beſt. of, and put the maſt 


ry andid interprecation that I:can, on 


vhat is done or (aid »hereby to keep 
People at peace, and to incourage 


Soad ations in the World, - And 
he more ſilently and ſecretly 1 do 


this, or any. thing of, the like nay 
rare, | eſteem, it js always the E: 


for the leſs. it 1s. obſerved,. it. wi 


alas do the more good, and. w 
| 4 ſure or ſurer of a.fi 
reward. 


_ And though I confeſs 1 ſlip 


play at any.game, yet when a 
is ig Company, to pleaſe a frie 7 wh 


Sanid to avoid rinking, and 
| ing il of their.Neig Re or the 
PU 


lick, 1 cannot but. allow of 
I 2 play- 
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playing at ſome innocent'Game 
Recreation'; but ſtill whatever law 
ful Recreation I uſe ,- or Game. 
play at, | obſerve ſuch Rules az 
theſe, Firſt, Never to'let it cake 
up either the moſt; -or the beſt, but 
only the refuſe of m time, and the 
mtervals of buſineſs -and ſeriouſ- 
neſs. 2. Never to ſpend on recrEps 
tions, or to venture the loſin 
mach, but what I can well a J, 
and” may lawfully: Iay - out on my 
own diverſion,withour ſtreightojng 1 
my eſtate, or abridging my charity 
( for my Charity muſt not be the 
leſs, but the more liberal, for what 
I ſpend in recreations : For if I ca 
urd to throw away {o; much, jt i 
always ſuppoſed - that | can £4 
more.) - 3: \Never toſuffer my ſe 
to be pur in paſſion, or out of/h 
'mour' at my lofles,' or diſappoint 
ments in theſe diverſions, ,. 
"therefore never to deſign gara 
rcht, but health and recreath 
in 'hem. And then-l think the 
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# nolawful Diverſion, but may be 
Afely uſed fome times. - If | uſe it 
not too often, ſo as to make it my 
roy and- employment, and if 1 
F yays obſerve a Decorum, to do 
nothing, though lawful in ir ſelf, 
at an improper time, or which is 
not fit for my age, place, and ſta- 
tion. For that may be hit for ano- 
ther, that is not fir for me : and 1 
ain fo far from the common cu- 


'8 ſtome of the World, of cenſuring 


others for what they. commic them- 
ſelves, that Þ can very-patiently 
bear with many things in another, 
which I will not take the liberty to 
do my ſelf; for I can lawfully and 
commendably abridge my own 1j- 
berty, but I cannot fo well impoſe 
on, or charge, or cenſure others 
There, may be more excuſes made 
for others than for me : and there- 
fore-in al] doubtful caſes, I chooſe 
rather to confine wy (elf, than 0- 


I 3 And 
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_ And by my thus Le m 
ſelf in theſe little and. common £4: 
ſes, 1 ſhall not only keep my Con 
ſcience clear, and live inoffepſiye] J 
before God and men, but ſhall alfe 
contribute to the keeping vp Peace 
and friendſhip, and pood corre 
ſpondence among Men , Members 
of the ſame Church and Nation: 
For 1 direct all my aCtions, as far 
as I can, to the publick gqod,/ and 
I always with char the piblick 


flouriſh rather than 'my ſelf, a 


wiſh that another may have this 
or that place or employment, ra; 
ther than'my ſelf, if he will ma- 
nage it better, and be more uſeful 
to the publick. ' And ,from this 
Principle alſo, I will even venture 
or part with all, to do real fer- 
vice to the publick, and am nei- 
ther coyetous nor timorous, where> 
eyer the good of the Publick 'is 
- Concerned, And however 'in a 
matter-of a private concernment, 
1 may yield up my own 'rights to 
| | pleaſe 


Of Civil Converſation. 175: 
pleaſe others : Yet in what the 
good of the publick, either as to: 
Charch or State 1s concerned in, I. 
will by nqymeans recede from my 
WF juſt rights, out of any kind of fear. 
or complaiſance; for in ſo doing l 
ſhould rob Poſterity, I ſhould rob. 
# not only my ſelf, bur all that 1 love 
'F moſt, and that depend on me; and 
betray my truſt,and lay a foundati- 
on for a publick miſchief and ruine, 
and to be ſure God will require ſuch 
ivjuſtice ſeyecely at my hands. . 
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CHAP. VIL 
\ | Zn earneſt perſwafrve to 


continue in the Church 
of England. 


J uch is my Belief, and ſuch is 
my practice and carriage, ac- 

cording to-the Doctrine and Com» 

S mandsof the Church: of England; 
and therefore 1 think a man bur: 
little underſtands Chriſtianity, or 
hath» not any peaceable __ 

ons that finds favle with.ie, and* 

'2 Z that doth ew any account ſeparate” 


! 8 fromit. 

For firſt, it js the Church, which 
is by all of Lawful Authori- . 
ty! Serled. andy TEE} In: our” ' 


ls Na= 
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Nations. And therefore if there 
be any obedience due to any Com- 
mands of Governours in Church 
- State , Ot bene wy the 

hurch eftebl: re, isa.duty ; 
unleſs a mah Py roſe 
Commands of God to the contraty, 

hich a man mill be ſafar from 
he in Scripture, that-he will find 
mich there-ro oblige Nim- to con- 
rinue in it : For! where aver" Go- 
vernment in general iseſtabliſhed, 
and obedience to Governours en- 
Joyned, it ovght' to be-reckoned 
poken of our Government or 
vernours Eccleſiaſtical + and Civil, 
as\ well as of any other in the 
world. 

But we are not only obliged! ts 
communicate with the Church; be- 
cauſe it; is Eſtabliſhed among! / us, 
bot becan ewe ſee itthath alk;right 
to be Eſtabliſhed, as being ſo agree» 
able to Scripture; the Praftice'of 
al} Antiquity, efpecially-the firſt 
agd- pureſt, is ſo. well. fitted”. to: 


__ anfxer 


Jl the Chireh of England.” 199+ _ 
Þoſwer the very end, and deſignof 

<6 Church, and purſues -thoſe ends- 
>fully,' as well as that it hath had. 
a conſtant immemorial preſcription- 
' famong-us.. For at-the Reforma- 
tion, we did not begin -anew.to-. 
frame and form- our Church, but: 
kept the eſſentials of - a Church 
which we- found REN 208 
only corretted thofe- Errors; and - 
reformed thoſe Abuſes which-had : 
by degrees and length of time, or: 
eſpecially by the prevalency of the 
Biſhop of Rome-and his. Agents, . | 
crept in among us. For-as wewere- 
not Converted at firſt from Rome; , 
ſo nor did we at firſt receive ſuch a 
ts I Chriſtianity as is-now taught and 
e. | practiſed at Rome, but ſuch as-is. 
s. | now eſtabliſhed. in our - Church, 
> & Naywe can ſhew that we were 2: 
& | fetled Church before they. came; 
of | 2mong us; . They indeed brought - 
Rt & © great many bad things among usz. 
to, 8 which we at laſt threw out, and in: 
our Reformation we departed __ * 
them:y 


ide A Prrſwaſive to contivue: 
them only in what they-had depars 
ted fromthe True Church of Ghcift 
and from themſelves, inthe firſt 
Ages, as onr:Canonsſpeak.41 110i, 
So that our Reformation was ne? 
ther a Schi/m, nor doth it counte/s 
nance any Schiſmaticks, or: excuſe 
any Separation from - our- ſelves. 
For we can ſhew that all thatare 
born in thefe Countreys are:more 
under the Ecclefaſticat Govern« 
ment of thefe Countreys, and more- 
bound - co- Communicate with: usy 
than-we are under the Biſhopiof 
Rome, or bound to Communicate 
with'him:; And they can never 
ſhew the like reaſons and grounds 
of their ſeparating, or diſſenting 
from-us in DoCtrine or Diſcipline, 
23 we can for- our Believing and 
ating otherwiſe than. the Biſhop 
of Rome doth. So that if any People 
Born and Baptized jn any Chucdy: 
under Heaven, have a duty incuma*: 
bent on them, 'and ought to- cons; 
tinue in-ghat Church, 1- am ſure 

Might wc 


inthe Church of England. 88#& 
we in England have at leaſt fo wel 
as they bave of more: So thatehs 
ther there'is no-'neceſlicy of cots 
tinving in -any; Church in whick 
mea '-are Born and Baptrzed,” or 
thece''is a neceſſity for us-to con- 
tinue in our Church, - (os 
:Tadeed we confeſs our caſe is on 
many accounts very hard, by-rea- 
fon of the feveral Adverſarics that 
weihave on either hand y-burt yet 
erenthis feems ſomewhat to ſpeak 
far us;: our Church being in this, 
tike: Virtue it ſelf; which conſiſts 
in:2mean, between twoextreamsy 
or as King Charles the Martyr ex- 
preſſed ir, like our Bleſſed Savi- 
our: who was Crucified between 
two Thieves. | For fuch, and'ſo 
different are our Adverfaries, that” 
whatever we do, we are ſure to be 
blam'd and accufed by one fide or” 
other; But as Mr. Hooker, Dr. Falk 
zer''and others, ' have abundantly 
made out the- Lawfulnef of alt our * 
Inftitutions, ſ& he that wnſidees: 
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what 
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what-oppoſition is made.'againft vs 
ogevery fide, and- what proviſion: 
we muſt make againſt objections, 
tho? of different and-contraxy'na« 
tures, will fee the prudence, and 
even neceſſity of whatever is. en-- 
joyned among us. So it is con- 
fefſed that by our retaiting the Epi- 
ſcopal Government in our Church we 
anger ſome, and /yet if we; had o- 
mitted or rejected it, we had -more 
injured our ſelves, and our cauſes,” 
and more juſtly offended others... 
By our inſiſting ſo ' ſtriatly. on 
our Ordinations, we are li to 
complaints' from: ſome : and'yet if 
we did neglect and not infiſt on 
*them, we ſhould ſubject our ſelves. 
to juſter. accuſations. Our havin 
a Liturgy,diſpleaſeth ſome; but if 
we had not had a Letwrgy,we ſhould 
have anger*d more, and injured Re" 
ligion: IE weenjoyn any thing, if 
it be but a rite or ceremony in the.” 
Service 'of - God, ſome blame us, 
and yetaf we ſhould eajoynnothing,: 
"7 but. 
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but leave all; at liberty:to do-whas 
they. wauld,. nothing could follow 
but. Confuſion. TR 
-: The; Ceremony -of- the yo 
fi. 4he Crofi, forme. blame: us 

uſing it fo much, others, blame-us 


- 


8 for-uſing it no more.: So /that all 


men'mulſt needs ſee that it isiimpoF- 
ble far us to live without/offence 2 
out wileſt .courſe: thetefore ſurely 
muſt be, . next to-'conſulting whats 


© is neceſſary for Religion, fqr-us fa 
'F to order things as to difpleaſe leaſt, 


or ſceing we cannot pleaſe all, yet 
tor pleate» fome;, eſpecially thoſe 
who ſeem-to have more of reaſon 
an their-dide. And this is.the rvle 
which I think we have exactly fol- 
lowed. For there is nothing ut 
ant Conſticution againſt which-ex+ 
ceptions- are taken' by any, | but 
what we have out of Chriſtian Chas 


rity and Condeſcenſion retained of 
enjoyn'd, as far as we can, andas 

riſtianity allows to: ſatisfie and 
vaſe ſome others of-our cy 


184 4 Perfwaſroe ro continue" 
Jous' Brethren. _ | -—r no one 
thing tho? che moſt plauſibly/:argu4 
eSinſt by ſome, ,”- woutd have 
been liable to greater objections 
if we had not ordered ir- ſo, > And 
therefore, 1 verily believe therecig 
ao man that” conſiders our: cafey 
ſtands in our place, and wei 
impartially Truth ' according'eq 
Scripture and Antiquity, andv»chaby 
would with all take care to provide 


againſt, and to avoid all theinbs 
jetions that this or that-parryoble 


men makes 2gainſt us, bur wittſego 
a plain neceſlicy: for our enjoyining 
andatting in every cafeas'we dov 


þ am not therefore ſtartled/ro ſemi 


forme on all ſides to oppoſe! avzat 
Iam fenfible-cthat if we acted others 
wite than we do, we ſhould:render! 
ou ſelves liable ro greater oppo 
' fition and contradiction. oncrowen 
handor other. So for inſtancegrit 
we ufed and infilted! an morevol 
remonies', . our other | Diſſentess 
would'ithink. they had-moregut 
bp % reaſon 
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wh reaſon to-complain : if we Eh 
oul 


ſomany, the Chutch of Rome w 
ge adyantage againſt aq 

Fconſider, that nothing ca 

beenjoyn'd, much leſs can a wh 
framerofthings | be laid, but that 
ple may take offence at its 
and ohjection ma raiſed a- 
gainſt- ic. Thaebre* the Rule 
thabrey' go by ig our Church is this, 
Fiyſt;we 'take care that nothing 
neteſſary be omitted, nor anythip ing 

—_— taught, or ualawful 


: of rhing , but that the whole frame 


——__- =. i cc 


may be ſo contrived, as 
fray moſt to the advance- 
ment 'of True Devotion, and the” 
rational and decent Service of God.” 
Governing our ſelves all along by 
the Scripture, expounded eſpecially, 
by-ancient practice ; for we would' 
nothave jt faid that we are ſuch a' 
nomber-of men as never were ig 
the world hefore, 'but that we arc 
fnch; and ſo Conſtituted, as we'd 
ebobident the Primitive Martyre3 
oly 


wed 4 Perſmaſeve te, continue 
Rgl106n en of 01d, , would haye. joy! 


mmunion with, : we . living 
£900 fuch kind,of rules as they them- 
ſelyes praftifed. And then in'thej 1 
next place we conſult, what will dif 
pleaſe others leaſt, or be leaſt liabls 
to miſtakes and objeCtions,. ar ;we 
comply with either ſide as far. asf 
we can without forfeiting truth, || 
or Jaying our ſelves open.tg9-a.zuſ 
reproof and accuſation z. and ACcr 
cordipgly it is obſervablecharſough 
things we have abrogated,,.that: 
were formerly practiſed ney, 
thers we have changed a 


ſome . 58 we, hays. 
revived, which. Way 
omitted, and all this as we 
to-gain the-more, and do the more 
d; tho? fo uncharitable. have 
Adyerſaries been, as even to 
har Wy this on us as a fault, and put 
Gio interpretation on this.,ous T6 
itian, Condeſcenſipn, 1.1. -:/1 +4 
n._ ſeveral other ſuch FCcOunn 
G1 we £juſtlychipk our: C 


inthe Church of England. 3$9 
hardly uſed. It is generally very 
affeQaing.cto. complain, and. people 
naturally. pity them that, ſufles, 
whatever the occafion is, eſpecially 
5 chai to, complain of, what 


— —_ 
- 


-- 
* 


eſtabliſhed ; it goes; with, many 
or 4 ſign of Courage and of Con» 
ſcieace, for a man to find- fault 
with the Publick. Now the Church 
of England being, by Law Eſtablis 
ſhed, it "can never want enemies 
for that s y Þ-rrun 1f- it. be ghe 
Eſtabliſhed Religion, it muſt havg 
Laws for its fence and. ſecurity. 
Theſe Laws muſt. have ſome king 
or Frojales to. inforce "In .Qr 
elle they ſignihe nothing. Yeh 
penalties are inflicted, it. atfards 
ſptter of. complaint and clamoyr 3 

they are not. inflicted, yet they 
ſerve as well for men to complain 
of the ſeverity'of the Laws azainlt. 
fkem .and ſo they are great gainers 
by theſe Laws. For it js p 
to:plead Perſecutiop,, as well as a: 
Fanta gent PRE of0-i WARE DN 
_— * Nay, 
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Nay, our Adverſaries' gain Repu* | 
tarion againſt us ſomecimesby theiph? 
ſuffering, nag the moſt juſtly. 
For if they ſuffer for Sedition, of 
Treaſon. againſt the Nee nd ol 
will "give out, that they foffe | 
their own Religion, and by dtp 
Religion ; and this is' often” ſyfk- 

cient to create pity towards thems- 

ſelves, and incenſe men againſt the | 
Church, | {| 


I mention all this, that Men mity | 
fee the common grounds of clam6ir 
2painft che Chucch, and may 'nbt 
be ſurpriſed at it, nor tranſported 
againſt the Chu: ch, by reaſon of it, 
For yo! ſce, whilſt it is the eſtabli- 
ſhed Rehgion (which 1 hope in God 
it will for ever be) it will ind triuſt 
be expoſed ro ſuch kind of difficul- 
ties and objeRions ,* which wo 


man muſt learn ro conſider!,” qr 
Endeavour to prepare and fortifte 
'himfelf and others' againſt. Fbc 
Tdeed” it hath no other objeQtivgs 
lying »gaiaft ir; than will lie gal 
«ns the 


ke. 


ob Church of Eogland. 18s 
|. frame of things in the 

iid AG eſtabliſhed and* made' 

ual Religion. Of the 

iog_ in the Worſd, men may 
ir oth Hot pleaſe thim, they ts 
#7, but Nt ought not. to 


| : 

bp bal at objeCtion, unleſs they 
[- 

1 


49 their reaſons of diſlike, and 
I thiok that all the reaſons of dif- 
I: which have þ&&t urged Wither- 
ro, our' Clergy have 1o fully an- 
ſweres, as to be ſufficient to take 
+ away all ſcruples out of the mind 
+ || of. rational and unprejudiced Men : 
! Some other Objections have long 
”F lain on us, eſpecially chat of our 
- Þ inclinkbleneſs ro Pppery, and char 
| | wewanred only an opportunity to 
þ hew our ſelves, and to bring, it. in, 
few years ago it was both in Zi 
; | mons and printed Pamphlets Vai y 
| Yb propheſied concerning, Ys ve .. But 
hope that all Men now, 1&6 how 
little truth there is in tips and 
. t the Clergy of Eng land are.no 
tends to Popery. © And yet if F. Fe 
c 


c 


0 met FAY : 
$9) 4 Pirfiraſroe to bortinue 
conſult. the beginnings of Separa$j 
tion gmong us, we ſhall finds; that 
the fear of . = 
© bring in Popery,, was the Prins 
Fe occaſion and motive taSepay 
ration from us. ;And,indeed whilltf 
thoſe fears laſted, there was Tomt 
little ground. far what they _ "F 
their fears were real, (though il 
they ought to have examined 0 c | 
Principles, and not to have judged 
ſo Teverely of us by way of Pros 


our Clergies deſigning 


. 
Jo | 


phecy) But now I muſt needs [ay, 
think they 'are bound in Confet- 
ence to return to;us, the very Founs+ 
dation of their dilleting agd fe: 
paration being taken aka or elle 


they ſeem unexcuſable hefore God, 
For ſurely no conviction can be 

reater than this, which hath now 
5 given of the Church of Engr 
land”s being no fayourer of, Popery: 
And I hope in God, that ſeeing the 
main Objettion is L[nda 1 on 
will. have more ofthe peaceable* 
Chriſtian in thent, than to ſud 
| or 


bs the Charch of England, tyt 


Sr new Arguments to juſtifie their 
Meparation. 
o [And on-occaſion of this yg” 


or Gods fk long rarer 


SO ytake eerily oF 
mi  Propher cal Obj ctions, that we 
['be, or we would be fo''or ſo; of 
rniois or that. Party, it we had an 
dpportunity , for this is an-Obje» 
| 4; tion that is eaſily 'thade;*and yet 
re $ ſcarcely poſſible to be anſwered} 
Jad therefore is on all accounts the 
oft unchriſtian and worſt kind, of 
anders,* Indeed in reference to 
Popery., it ' hath pleaſed God 'in 
1tdom and goodneſs to give us a 
"Fall occaſion and opportunity 't6 
cw and clear our ſelves; and to 
vidence the falſeneſs of that accu» 
ation. But now if we ſhovld be 
$ccuſed of bein [ectetly Frivi5'So- 
nians, Mahometans, or the 1rke, 
AF hat poſſibility is there of our ſuf- 
Wiciently clearing.our ſelyes, nnleſs 
hey wotld-thar God ſhoutt bring 
us 
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us ioto the, ſame kind of Tryal 
to thoſe Religions. But 1 ſee nl 
what occaſion thery is for,men i 
be put to Prophecy con i 
The Dodring of the burrh 
England, is 78 legible, 1and ascal 
ly underſtood as that of any atheif 
Church in the; World. Every mail 
ſees what, opinions. the Clerg 
ace of, for they ſubſcribe and alle: 
to.the Book of Articles, and, 
milics, and tothe Book of Commun 
Prayer, many have alſo .F 
gard to the Articles of Anne 16408 
They take the Oaths of Alegeanc 
and, Supremacy, and the Toft, 
nouncing Tranſubſtantiation, | 
other bad doCtrines and practice 
of Popery, and give all the Secur 
ty that one man can give anothef 
_ of theic reality and ſincerity as tf 
what they profeſs. And now. fc 
men to. ſay, notwithſtanding..3 
this, that. they are ſecretly, al 
in their hearts otherwiſe affette 
and to Propheſie that they w 
wilt 


the Church of England. 1g 


wen have an 0 ity to 
duce ſame Wir vere or 


Hikes contrary to what, they 
aw Profeſs, je maſt highly con- 
y tq Chriſtian Charity, is an U- 


$ Icping the Placy, and prerogative 


God, in judging of mens 
"Wong hrs; nay more, it is a con- 


- cumming men beforehand, for what 


iey will do, or at leaſt for what 
Fibers think chey willYfcerwards : 
Which ſurely is the moſt ſevere and 
| gk way of proceeding ia the 
[ 
| Lerus then be conſtant and per- 
KF verant in the Profeſſion of Reli- 
F'on, and the Dodtcines taught in 
This Church, and. jn the exerciſe 
f'Devorjons uſed ng etcouraged 
Þ it. This. is the. by 3s 
leſfing and ,afliſtange of God 
- cep. Our ſclves from fal Ying _ 
n iy Ri PRiyjon ang Practice,,z 
; Continue init ye are ſure 
je are in God?s Mays and ſo. may 


hope 
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Hope ſorthis bleſſing: '- On a-ftri 
ſurvey 'of the Ste of Religion 
the World,” 1 am ſare-1 can-fin 
no'particutar Charth ,' or nunthi 
of Chriſtians, but may have moi 
aid againſt ir, than*can be fad x 
gainſt the Church "of -Englan 
| Wegive to the Word of God if 
fopream ahd' Infallible Avtho 
ty and Preeminence} and we gi 
alſs*-ro6 the 'Commands, 'an 
the” -Inftitprions, and Pradtic 
of good and - holy - Men the 
weight, and reſpect, and defereti 
alfo. In the Worſhip" and Sex 
vice 'of God, we - keep the me? 
between Superſtition--or diſtra& 
ing gandinefs, and too great 'ur 
decency and ſloyenlineſs, betwe 
burdenſomneſs and mmnlticude « 
"Ceremonies, and a 'want -of' be 
coming carriage and- reverenc 
before God. All things that 2 
neceſſary or uſeful, we find -h 
enjoyned, taught and practiſe 
al 
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and this without the: mixture-of 


Juzay ching:that is dangerous: and 


hurtiul-- We are: confident..and 
Jure'.of our: own being. in the 
t,- but yet dare not condemn 


J abſolutely all that differ-from -us, 
as Reprobates, which though ar 


is-80/ excuſe or ſecurity. for them 
that 'are-in a bad. Ways! yet :is-A 
fign: of our Charicable Chriſtian 
temper. We recciyed our: Rejir 
gion at firſt, as pure 8$-any ther 
Church, at Jengih we: found: we 
had varied from the Truth, and 


# then we reformed our ſelves, as -* 


to Authority, as regularly as could 
bez. nothing being. done among 
vs, by multitude or with tumult, 
dut-by; the Sypream, Authority of 
our- Govyernours:.i3- Church, and 
State, the' King, , Parliament and 
Convocation. And, the rule and 
method by which we/ went ' and 
guided our ſelves in-our Refor- 
mationy was 2s good as:was poſy 


} ” K 2: ſible, . 
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ſible, Scripture the Word of Ge 
exactly and nicely examined; a 


eſpecially as it is expounded! byſk 


the Primitive Church : and nc 
thing was done, or left undone 
but what -was 2greeable to both: 


And we ſtill defire- to be tried-andf 


judged by the Scripture, ſo Inte: 
preted by the Ancients. For i 
we in any thing now differ from 
'the\ Ancients, it is only-in ſuc 


ſmall things as they did differria 


from one another, without breach 
of unity,-or in ſuch things as ic"is 
in the power of every National 
Church to appoint or alcer, in re- 
ference to its own particular caſes, 
and circumſtances. And ſo very 


well aſſured am I of this, that-all F 
I: would defire of the Enemies-of 8 


our Church, is, that they would 
read the Ancient Fathers, or- firſt 
Chriſtian Writers, eſpecially in 
the firſt Apes of Perſecution; and 
then deſire them to judge accot-< 
WY ding 
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olWing to the Rules by which the 
n@&acicnt 'Church proceeded, whes 
jeri chey do not in their Conſety 
xce think, that thoſe good and 
/\ Men, if they had lived 
now, would have maintained 
WFCommunion with vs, and reje= 
wkted Communion with them, and 
dare be bound to ſtand to their 
own Verdit and Judgment: 
ch8And as this is a matter of great 
infromfort and ſatisfattion to us, fo 
Snethioks to others, it muſt be but 
Ja melancholy. refletion for them 
alto find/ themſelyes ſuch a kind of 
riſtians as never were, nor 
rould have been born with in the 
World before. And as 'we were - 
ties 1by good Authority, and by f 
rod! "Rule -modelPd at firſt, fo'l 
hank God 1 think I'can-trulyſay, 
atiiwe have in a good' meaſure 
aried our ſelves anſwerably to 
dar -excellent Religion. Perhaps 
\Wiſtory cannot give us an inſtance 
-66: K 3 of 
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of ſo many Men ating ſo honeſt 
ly, .,prudently . and 'uniformly, 
gainlſt all Enemies. on every : ſide 
and 1in the :moſt - difficult Cate 
as the- Members of our: /Churdy 
have done 1n this late conjunCcturey 
they have had no conſideration © 
their own Intereſt or ſafety 
compariſon of their duty, Whew! 
our Clergy oppoſe Rome we- arg 
ſuce-they-do it purely for Gonſchſt 
ence, for jt would- be vaſtly. more! 
for their Temporal latergſt, 1 Poy 
wer; and Authorisy, t01ohring! 
Popery: - Whatever Hy urge! 
ments. they, have-fourd ,:4hey: {t 
Preach -up,, and-perſwage- Loyalt 
to-the,K:ing ;) and by the. Pottrine 
ef. Paſſive Qbcdience to Tempo: 
gal JAuthoricy ; keep Reaple fron 
Rehellion,- notwithſtanding ;1h 
have {oe often been jeered -and- 
buſed/ with" it : - but, yet; 0ut-ol 
modeſty, ſeldom - inſiſt -on--the - 0 
bedience that is dye $90 tbe Chare 
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\d-Ecdlefiaſticat Anthority, tho? 
degFhere is #s much-obediente due to 
ſeahets 'as/ Even to 'the + Church of 
watfome From her Members: | And 
regwe [tray be ſure that 'God will 
a offyindicate, and require 1t as much, 
ngas if 4t were more imperiouſly in» 
ſiſted on. For Duty 'is not the 
leſs, but the-more due, the greas 
ter the mildneſs; the forbearance, 
and the kindneſs 1s -of theny, to 
whom-it ought to be pay*d: ''As 
Saint Paxl deſerved never the leſs 
reſpe&t 'and obſervance, though 
he-did- not vſe bis Authority, 
nor take ſo much on him, as he 
; might Have done, as an- Apoſtle 
$.of Chriſt, ſo truly Chriſtian and 
f Apoſtolical a Carriage, and Con- 
-Gudt in al] thefe reſpefts, cannot 
po without a moſt fignal blef(- - 

F oy 
$ And how poſſible ſoever it+-i$ 
for Salvation to be had in- other 
ways, yet we are much ſurer and 
K 4 ſafer 
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ſafer here, than we can be ig 
departing from. ir. This 4s thef 
way that God expeds we ſhou 
walk in, he having not has); of 
his. abundant Mercy plac 
here, buc alſo by all kind: of Ar 
| pay—ang recommended it to ou 
eaſon. and Judgment, How un 
pardonable therefore muſt it-beſj 
to Itave this Chorch, how unjuRy: 
to betray ic, and not to -main+} 
tain it, by all che lawful mean 
that we are able, how accounta4Þ 
ble to, God and Man ſhall he be, 
that occaſions, contrives, or yields 
to the rume of it ? 

But by perſevering conſtantly 
in the Doctrines taught, and the 
Devotions prattiſed in this Church, 
we ſhall pleaſe God, adorn our Re- 
ligion, eſtabliſh the Church,and ger 
a great and laſting Bleſſing to out 
flves,which God of hus infinite mer, 


grant, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. 
FF I 0 33.34 
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54 Books Printed for Walter Ket- 
1. tilby, t the Biſhop's Head in 
\r4 St, Paul's Church-yard, 


vi 


V .A N Anſwer to Mr. Loweb's Let- 


ſk ter to Doctor Stilling fleet, 

n. $10 another Letter to.a Friend. 

ns An anſwer to a late printed pas 

aJp<r-given about by. fome of the 
urch of Rome, in a Letter to a 

Friend. 

Speculum Beate Virgins: a diC- 
ourſe of the due praiſe and ho- 
nour of the Bleſſed Virgin. 

* A brief diſcourſe - of the Real 
Preſence of the Body and Blond of 
hriſt.in the Celebration of the 
| Euchariſt, wherein the witty 
deces of the Biſhop of AMeanx 
and Monſieur Maimbourgh are ob- 
viated 


viated, whereby they would draw 


If the Proteſtants to "embrace. 


the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantia- 
tion. | | 
"An. Apolagetical Vindication 
of the Church of England, it an- 
fwer to thoſe- who repreach Herſh 
with the Engliſh Hereſies and 
S: hiſms, or ſuſpeCt Her not tobe 
a'Cartholick Church vpon'their ac- 
count. Ba 

A Treatiſe in confutation of 
the Latin Service prattiſed, andWi 
by the Order of the Trent-Coun 
cil, continued in the Chyrch ol 
Rome. 

A diſconrſe concerning the Se- 
cond Council of Nice, which firſt 
introduced and eſtabliſhed Image 
worſhip in the Chriſtian ChurchJ} 
Anno Dom. 787, 

A perſwaſive to Reformatio! 
and Union, as the beſt ſeeurit 
ag2inſt the deſigns of our Popiſ 
Enemies.. 


Rc 


Roman Catholicks uncertain 
vhether there be any True Prieſts 
pr Sacraments in the Church of 
tome © Evinced by an Argument 
Nirg*d and maintain'd ( upon their 
-Swn Principles) againſt Mr. Ed- 
TYrard Goodall of Preſcot in Lanca= 
dWh;re. By Tho. Marſden, Vicar of. 
B//2/ton in the ſame County.. 
** A Sermon, Exhorting to Union 
n Religion. Preach'd at Bow=- - 
hurch, May 20. 1688. And Pub- 
Jiſhed at the deſire of the Auditory. 
By E. Toung. 


There u now in the Pref, 

e- A Book Entituled ; T he Prote-. 
iyſtant and Popiſh way of Interpre=. 
eFHting Scripture, Impartially come. 
hJpar*d. In Anſwer to Pax vobrs,&Cc., 


Luarto, 


